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ACT ONE
SCENE ONE

SETTI NG The kitchen of a farmhouse in western Connecticut. A
Sunday in July of 1946. Late norning.

AT RISE: GRACE, an attractive woman of 33, dressed in a
conservative suit, is examning herself in the mrror.
A bridal veil is on the table, along with a bouquet of
flowers. There is a knock on the door. GRACE | ooks at
t he door nervously, sits, then stands again and resunes
paci ng. A second knock, nore insistent this tine.

MOLLY
G ace?

GRACE (steeling herself)
Come on in, Mlly.

(MOLLY enters. She is nearly 13, and rather awkward.
She wears a formal dress and | ooks very
unconfortable.)

MOLLY
Everybody’s here. Daddy said to see if you were ready.

GRACE
Mol Iy, look at you! You look lovely! (tries to hug MOLLY)

MOLLY (pul I'i ng away)

Thanks. (Pause) | gotta talk to you.
GRACE
Now? Molly, | don't really have tine right now |’ve got a

mllion things to do yet.

MOLLY
It’s inportant.

GRACE (with an effort)
Al right. Wat is it? (pause) MIly? |'’mlistening.

MOLLY (blurts it out)
Do you have to nmarry Daddy? Can’t you stop this?

GRACE
Wat? It’s alittle late, don’t you think?

MOLLY
No it’s not. W could just have a party instead.
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GRACE
A party? Wat are you tal king about? There s no turning back
now. (deep breath) | can't call this off. Not any nore.

MOLLY
Sure you can. You're the only one who can. You have to, G ace!
| don’t want you to marry Daddy!

GRACE
| thought you were excited about the weddi ng.

MOLLY
Sure, but what about after? Daddy’ s not gonna have any tine to
spend with me, and then | have to go away to stupid school in
the fall, and...everything’ s changing, and | hate it! | don't
want a stepnot her!

GRACE
Now, Molly. Everything is going to be fine. You ll see.

(MOLLY | ooks away, slunps onto a chair)

Il tell you a secret. |’mnervous, too.
MOLLY

Yeah?
GRACE

Absol utely.
MOLLY

| didn’t know grown-ups got nervous about anything. (G ggles)
| guess that’'s why Daddy couldn’'t even light his pipe this
nmorni ng. Hi s hand was shaking too much. | just thought he
drank too nuch coff ee.

GRACE
Everyone gets nervous on their weddi ng day.
MOLLY
Well, can’t you tell Daddy you’ re nervous? Then maybe you won’t
have to get marri ed.
GRACE
It’s not that sinple. Anyway, | want to marry your father.

| ove him Just because |’ m nervous doesn’t change that.

MOLLY (defl at ed)
Oh.
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GRACE

Molly, | knowthis is a big change for all of us. |’'ve been in
the city for a long tine. And Jason’s never lived on a farm
before. You'll have to show hima lot of things. He |Iooks up
to you.

MOLLY
Well...l just don’'t see why Daddy has to get nmarried all of a
sudden. W' ve gotten al ong K | think he thinks he' s doing

this to help ne.

GRACE
So you think everything revol ves around you? D d you ever think
we m ght | ove each other?

MOLLY
Well, | heard Daddy talking to Uncle Stan. He thinks |I'’mtoo
much of a tonboy. He thinks |I need a...wonmanly influence.

CGRACE (a bit annoyed)
He said that?

MOLLY (slyly)
Uh huh.

GRACE
| see.

MOLLY
At | east he’'s being honest. Wy can’t you? You're just after
hi s noney, |ike everyone el se.

GRACE
Molly, this is really none of your business. But | assure you,
| don’t need your father’s noney. |[|’ve got plenty of ny own.

MOLLY (abashed)
Oh. Is that why you divorced Jason’s daddy? Was he after your
nmoney?

GRACE (caught off guard)
No, no. W couldn’t...l don’'t know, Molly. W just weren't any
good together, that’'s all.

MOLLY
Ch. So what nmekes you so sure you and Daddy will...be any good
t oget her ?

GRACE

Ml ly! Do you always say exactly what’s on your m nd?

Grace Notes Rachel Rubin Ladutke



MOLLY
Yeah, nostly. And | never knew anyone el se who got divorced.
Do you really | ove Daddy?

GRACE
| care a great deal for him

MOLLY
s that all?
GRACE
And | can depend on him That’'s very inportant. Bill was never
someone | coul d count on.
MOLLY
| know the feeling.
GRACE

Listen, Molly. You can count on ne. Once | nmake a prom se,
keep it. Understand?

MOLLY
| " m okay.

GRACE
Sure, you are. You're tough. But everyone needs to count on
soneone el se, once in a while.

MOLLY
You can’t count on anyone. Don’t you know that by now? It
never works out. You nust be pretty dunb for a grownup.

GRACE
Maybe I am But | happen to think giving up is about the worst
thing you can do. And | know what |’ mtal king about, Mlly.
You're not the only one who's |ost a nother young. M nother
di ed when | was fourteen.

MOLLY
Yeah? At |east you renmenber her. Even when | | ook at pictures
of Mommy and ne together, and | try really really hard, |’ m not
sure if | actually remenber her or if I'’mjust imagining | do.
GRACE

Sonetinmes | used to dream about ny nother, sitting by ny bed,
and 1'd wake up feeling sure she was sitting right there,
wat chi ng ne.

MOLLY
That’s dunb. | used to do that when | was a
she was never there. You know sonet hi ng?
dri nki ng nore than ne.

little kid. But
t hi nk Mommy | oved
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GRACE
No, honey, don’t say that. She |oved you very much. She nust
have.

MOLLY
Then why woul dn’t she stop? Even after she went to the
hospital, again and again, she wouldn't stop.

GRACE
| guess she just couldn’t help herself. But that doesn’'t nean
she didn’t | ove you

MOLLY
How do you know? You never even net her!

GRACE
| know how a nother feels. You can’t have a child and not | ove
t hem nore than anyt hi ng.

(MOLLY gl ares)

Not good enough, huh? COkay, then, look at the pictures. Notice
how she’ s | ooki ng at you.

MOLLY
| mss her so much.

GRACE
Your nother |oved you, Molly. And I |ove you, too. (surprised
at herself) | really do.

MOLLY

How can you lie to nme like that? You don’'t love nme. You don't
even know ne!

CGRACE (fiercely)
Oh yes, believe it or not, | do know you, Mlly! Only too well.
You' re exactly like | was. You feel so angry. So abandoned.
w sh to heaven that neither of us had |ost our nothers so young.
But | do |ove you. | want you |ove ne, soneday. And | hope
that together we can nake up for sone of what we’ve lost. You
don’t have to give anything up. Not your nother, and especially
not your father. | want us to be a famly. | want that nore
than anything. Can’t we give each other that chance? Al of
us?

MOLLY ( pause)
Dol really have to go away to school ?

GRACE
| suppose not, not if you don’t want to.
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MOLLY
You know what, Grace? You re OK, | guess. You re funny, and
nice, and you don’t try so hard to nmake ne |ike you. Mbst of
Daddy’s girlfriends are so pushy.

GRACE
Most of then? Wre there so many?

MOLLY (shruggi ng)
| dunno. | didn't meet all of them

GRACE
| see.

MOLLY (hesitantly offering her hand)
Anyway, | guess - if he’'s gonna marry sonebody, sonetine - it
m ght as well be you.

CGRACE (wyly, taking it)
Thanks. (awkward pause) The odd thing is, | never thought of
nysel f as the stepnother type.

MOLLY (gi ggling)
Li ke in Ci nderell a?

GRACE (| aughi ng too)
| won’t nmake you cl ean any chi meys, don’'t worry about that.

MOLLY
| think it would be fun to clean chi meys.
GRACE
Mn hmm  You say that now.
MOLLY
Hey, Grace? Did you know I’Il be thirteen in only two nonths?
| can’t wait!
GRACE
Vell, we’'ll have to do sonething very special to cel ebrate.
MOLLY

Neat! Judy thinks she’s so great ‘cause she's already thirteen.
W'l show her, right?

GRACE
| thought she was your best friend.

MOLLY (shruggi ng)
Sonetinmes. You know what | really want? A little sister.
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GRACE

| can’t nmake any prom ses, but we'll see what we can do about
t hat .

MOLLY
Neat! Hey, who's your favorite novie star? Mne is Frank
Sinatra. |Isn’'t he a dreanboat?

GRACE

Wiy don’t we tal k about this another tine? W have a wedding to
go to, renenber?

MOLLY
Oh.  Yeah.

GRACE
Don’t say yeah.

MOLLY (rolling her eyes)
Oh, please don’t start that. (Pause.) Yes.

GRACE
So wll you help me with ny veil now?

MOLLY
Sur e.

(GRACE sits, adjusts veil, and waits as MOLLY fusses
w t h bobby pins)

GRACE
It’'s a beautiful day, anyway.
MOLLY
It’s all right. Does that feel like it’s on good?
GRACE
It feels fine. 1Is it straight?
MOLLY
Yep.
GRACE

Al right, then let’'s get this over wwth, G nderella. (Stands
up) What do you think?

MOLLY
| think you | ook beautiful...Mther. (giggles) It feels
strange to say that. |It’s gonna be weird having a nother.
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GRACE
Well, we can practice on each other. |1’mnot used to having a
daughter either. (sighs) Speaking of which, 1"l bet Jason’s
filthy by now If there’'s anything six year old boys hate, it’s
dressi ng up.

MOLLY
No, he was being good this norning. Besides, Daddy’ s keeping an
eye on him

GRACE

| can just imagine. Are you ready?
MOLLY

Yup. You?
GRACE

Ready as I'll ever be. You have ny bouquet, right?
MOLLY

| have it.
GRACE

So you want a little sister, hmt
MOLLY

At | east one.
GRACE

Well, you Il have to prom se to babysit.
MOLLY

Neat !
GRACE

Isn’t anything ever wonderful? O good? Do you ever say
anyt hi ng besi des neat ?

MOLLY
Yeah.

GRACE
Very funny.

(As GRACE and MOLLY exit, MOLLY takes GRACE s hand.)
LI GHTS FADE

END SCENE ONE
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ACT ONE
SCENE TWO

SETTING The kitchen of the farnmhouse. Septenber of 1957
Next door in the living room preparations for
MOLLY' s weddi ng reception are taking place.

AT RISE: The stage is enpty. After a mnute, JASON, 16, enters
surreptitiously and renoves a tray of hors d’ oeuvres
fromthe oven. He is handsone and wears jeans and a
dirty white T-shirt. H's hair is slicked back. He
sits at the table and begins eating the hors d oeuvres
ravenously. Hearing sonething offstage, he quickly
stands up and noves away fromthe food. GRACE enters.
She is nowin her md-forties. She is dressed
el egantly and | ooks very annoyed to see JASON.

GRACE
There you are!

JASON (j unps)
Hey, Mom

GRACE
Jason, where have you been? You re not even dressed! The
wedding is in tw hours!

JASON
It’s not ny stupid wedding. |If Mlly wants to turn the house
upsi de down. ..

GRACE
Now, Jason, be reasonable. This is one day out of your life.
JASON
This is a drag.
GRACE
Where are your sisters?
JASON
Ch, EmIly is helping Molly get dressed. Catherine’s eating
icing off the cupcakes.

GRACE
Wonderful. Wy didn’t you stop her?

JASON
Am | ny sister’s keeper? Don't worry, Mom She’'ll just throw
it right up again.

GRACE
You really aren’t hel ping.
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JASON (mutters)

Sorry.
GRACE
Where is your father?
JASON
Stepfather. How the hell should I know?
GRACE
Jason!
JASON

Probably down at the orchards. Look, Mom | gotta talk to you
| saw sonet hi ng

GRACE
What ? Jason, can this wait?
JASON
No! It can't.
GRACE
The phot ographer will be here any m nute.
JASON
The hell with the photographer!
GRACE
Jason! Watch your | anguage!
JASON
Wiy won’t you even listen to nme?
GRACE
Ckay. If you insist, you have five mnutes. Then you have to
get dressed. Is it a deal?
JASON
Ckay. Last week, | was hanging out with sone of the guys. Just

wal ki n” around, you know, in town? W were in the woods behi nd
t he church.

GRACE
Haven't | told you not to..

JASON
Anyway. You' d been out with the Wnslows for dinner or
sonet hing. Joe -

GRACE
Your father...
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JASON
He’s not ny father! And I'mglad he’s not! Mm would you just
pl ease |isten?

GRACE
Al right. 1'msorry.

JASON
Joe was dropping off the sitter, | guess. Annie Dayton. He and
Anni e drove into the lot and they parked there. He |eaned over
and kissed her. It was disgusting, Mom He's, what, three

times her age? And that’s not all that happened. He...They...

GRACE (wth forced cheer)
Jason. You nust be m staken.

JASON
And then last night, they were dancing together. Renmenber?

GRACE
It was a party. Joe was dancing with everyone | ast night.

JASON
Everyone except you. And did you see how they were danci ng?
Not far apart, even during the fast songs. No, they were
danci ng real close and sl ow.

GRACE
That doesn’t nean a thing.
JASON
How can you say that?
GRACE
Jason, cal m down.
JASON
| knew he was no good! | wish you' d never married him | w sh
we were still in New YorKk!
GRACE

Jason, stop it! D d Joseph do sonething t

o you? O say
sonething? Are you trying to get even with h

i mfor sonething?

JASON
No, Moml Why don’t you believe nme? | wouldn’t nake up
sonething |ike that!

CGRACE (after a pause)
Answer one question. Did anyone else see themtogether? At the
church, | nean.

JASON
| don’t think so. But |I’mgoing to nmake damm sure everyone
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knows it. Starting with Joe.

GRACE
Oh, no, Jason, no. You mustn't.

JASON
G ve ne one good reason

GRACE
| can give you four good reasons. Mlly. Catherine. Emly.
And ne.

JASON
You? He's treating you like dirt! Don’t you have any pride?

GRACE
O course | do! But it’s not the nost inportant thing here.
VWhat matters is this famly.

JASON
This famly is a lie!

GRACE
Maybe, but it’s all we’ve got! Jason, think a mnute. Suppose
you did tell everyone what you saw. Who would be hurt nost by
this? Joe? What does he have to | ose? Whereas Mol ly woul d be
crushed. Especially today. Do you want to ruin her wedding
day? Your little sisters would be devastated if Joe and | split
up. And I’d be a | aughing stock.

JASON
You al ready are!

GRACE
| don’t think so. He' s always been very discreet.

JASON
Always? This isn't the first time, is it?

GRACE
Jason, please, don't...

JASON
How | ong has he been doing this?

GRACE
That’ s not inportant.

JASON
Not inportant? He conmes off |ike such a hero to everyone, M.
Bi gshot Gentleman Farner. M. Charity. People should know what
a bastard he is.
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GRACE
What woul d that sol ve?
JASON
Wiy are you protecting hin? He doesn’'t deserve it!
GRACE
I f you nmust know, I'mtrying to protect all of us. And now that
you know, | need your hel p.
JASON

Help with what? Lying? Didn't you always teach nme to tell the
truth?

GRACE
And do you always tell the truth? O do you do it when it suits
your needs? Honestly, now.

JASON
| guess sonetines | bend it a little.

GRACE
Then congratul ations. You're just like the rest of us. W al
bend the truth sonetines, honey.

JASON
Yeah, but this is a lot worse than white lies, Mm
GRACE
Everyone nmakes m stakes, Jason.
JASON
And you' re making a big one right now
GRACE
Show sone respect!
JASON
Well, isn't that what parents are for? To teach kids howto

act? And to tell right fromwong?

GRACE
Yes, of course it is.

JASON
Then how can you let this go on? Don’t you care about us?

GRACE
You know | do! And so does Joseph. That man has done so much
for you. Treated you like his own son.

JASON
Yeah, sure. Every day he rem nds ne |’ m not!
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GRACE
Oh, now, he does not!

JASON
CK, not every day, but...why did you have to divorce Dad anyway?
He never ran around on you. (a beat) D d he?

GRACE
No, of course not. But your father wasn't there for ne, when
needed himnost. Wen you kids got so sick...naybe he blaned nme
for Bobby and Peggy dying. Maybe he bl anmed hinself for being
away. Wiatever the reason, he just closed dowmn. He stopped
talking. He spent all his time witing and traveling for the
paper. | think he wanted to be the next Eugene O Neill, and
there was no chance of that. Noel Coward, he could have done.
But that wasn’t enough. Nothing was. Then he noved out, and I
went into anal ysis.

JASON
You saw a shrink? | never knew this stuff.

GRACE
You never needed to know. You were too young to understand. |
t hi nk maybe you still are.

JASON
No, I"'mnot. So then what happened?

GRACE
After a while, | realized that either ny marriage, or ny sanity,
woul d have to go. It was alnost a race, which would go first.
Your father was surprised, but he didn't put up nmuch of a fight.
In a way, | w shed he had. That woul d have shown ne there was
sonething to fight for. Anyway, | took you to Reno for six

weeks, and that was that. Do you renenber Reno?

JASON
Alittle, I think. But after all that, you rushed right into
marrying Joe. Wiy was he so great?

GRACE
Oh, | just went head over heels for that man. Nobody ever took
care of ne before. W’'re a good team W both commt ourselves
entirely to what we do. That’s a rare quality. You get that
fromhim you know And Joe and | both wanted nore children.
Maybe | wanted to replace the ones | lost. | don’t know But |
do know that so far I'’ve lost two famlies - one when | was a
little girl, and one when your brother and sister died. And |
amnot going to lose this one, no matter what. Do you
under stand nme?

JASON
You' ve already lost it! MM he doesn't give a dam about you.
Can’t you see that?
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GRACE
No, Jason, you're wwong. He doesn’'t nean to hurt nme. |If he
knew how it nmade ne feel..

JASON
He doesn’t even think about you! Only about hinself. Sonebody
shoul d teach hima | esson.

GRACE
Revenge woul dn’t sol ve anything. And it wouldn’'t change
anyt hi ng.

JASON
So Joe gets everything his way, as usual. | don't like this.
don't like it at all.

GRACE
| understand. But please, Jason. |’ m begging you. Don't say

anything. Prom se ne?

JASON (I ong pause)

Only if you talk to Joe about it. |[If you don't, I wll.
GRACE

Ch, I'll talk to him Soon. Believe ne.
JASON

Then | prom se. For now.

GRACE (deep breath)
Fine. Now please go get changed? And tell MIlIly 1’1l be right
up to help her with her veil.

JASON
Ckay, okay.

(JASON exits. GRACE sighs as she puts the hors
d’ oeuvres back into the oven.)

GRACE (nuttering)
Damm you, Joseph

LI GATS FADE

END SCENE TWO
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ACT ONE
SCENE THREE

SETTING  The kitchen of the farmhouse. Late Decenber, 1966
Around 3:00 p. m

AT RISE: EMLY, 16, is sitting at the kitchen table, holding a
book but staring into space. The Beatles “Do You Want
To Know A Secret?” is playing. EMLY sings al ong
absent|ly.

EM LY
“1”ve known a secret for a week or two, nobody knows, just we
two...”

(CATHERINE, EM LY’ s 19 year old sister, sneaks up
behi nd her. CATHERI NE usually has a good figure; in
fact, she nodels. But she is now five nonths
pregnant, and in a poor attenpt to conceal this, she
i's wearing baggy clothes.)

CATHERI NE (' si ngi ng)
Emi-ly. Still off-key.

EM LY
Cat h!

(They hug)
| was not off-key.
CATHERI NE
Were too. (Shrugs out of her coat and drops her two bags at the
door.)

EM LY
Where’'s Mon? Didn’t she go to pick you up?

CATHERI NE
Yeah. Right behind ne.

(Notices EMLY staring at her stomach)
Quit that.

(Plops down and lights a cigarette)

EM LY
Sorry. | can't help it. Jeez, Cath, you're really starting to
show.

CATHERI NE

Shut up! \Were is everybody?
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EM LY
Mol ly went for a long walk. Hal’s still in Washington. He's
going to fly in to New York in the norning and cone back with
Daddy. Jason’s got a gig in New Haven tonight, and the tw ns
are taking a nap.

CATHERI NE
Damm it. So nobody’s going to be here for dinner?
EM LY
| guess not. Well, just us and Molly and Mama. \Wy?
CATHERI NE
Why do you think, you jerk? | can’'t keep this a secret much
longer. | was going to tell everyone at dinner. GCet it over
wi t h.
EM LY
You could still tell them

(Si ghs, watchi ng CATHERI NE bl ow snoke ri ngs)
| wsh | could snoke.

CATHERI NE
Go ahead. Want one?

EM LY
Yeah, right. Mmnd kill ne.

CATHERI NE
Sooner or l|ater, you' re gonna have to quit being so afraid of
ever yt hi ng.

EM LY
|’mnot afraid of everything. Just of Mm

(They both | augh)

Cat h?

CATHERI NE
Yeah.

EM LY
What are you afraid of ?

CATHERI NE
Not hi ng.

EM LY

Bul | shit. Then why don’t you just tell everyone anyway?
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CATHERI NE
Al'l in good tine.

EM LY
You're five nonths already.

CATHERI NE
Twent y- one weeks.

EM LY
Jeez, cone on! (Pause) Can | touch it?

CATHERI NE
Later.

EM LY
Pl ease?

CATHERI NE

Cool it, OK? Here cones G ace.

(GRACE enters, carrying grocery bags. She is nowin
her md-50"s. She is clearly annoyed at CATHERI NE and
sl ans the door.)

EM LY
H, Mom Do you need sone hel p?

GRACE
That woul d be nice, thank you, honey. (To CATHERINE) Wy did
you run off |ike that?

CATHERI NE
Sorry, | just wanted to get ny bags in.
GRACE
So what stopped you?
CATHERI NE
Well, | haven’t seen ny baby sister in nonths! W’ve been
catching up
EM LY

Quit calling nme that, you doof us.

CATHERI NE
Ch, |I'’m wounded! My baby sister thinks |I'’ma doofus. God,
haven’t been called that since junior high.

EM LY
Yeah? What do they call you in New York? Bitch?

GRACE
Emly! Honestly, Catherine, you ve been hone five m nutes and
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she’s talking |ike a sailor!

CATHERI NE

Il get you for that! (pulls EMLY s hair)
EM LY

oM Stop it! I'msorry, OK? |1’'msorry!

GRACE (over the din)
Grls! Stop it now What's gotten into you?

CATHERI NE
Wat ch your nout h!
EM LY
Okay, okay!
(CATHERI NE r el eases EM LY, who stands rubbi ng her
head)
GRACE
VWat’s the matter with you two? This is Christnas.
CATHERI NE
So?
GRACE

So what ever happened to peace on earth?

CATHERI NE
l"mall for it. But |I can’t prom se you peace in this house,
not if Emly’ s going to be such a brat.

EM LY
Look who’ s tal ki ng!
GRACE
Don't start this again. Emly, go to your room
EM LY
No.
GRACE
Fine. Then go down to the farmstand and bring ne up sone
cider. | forgot to stop on the way hone.
EM LY (defiantly)
How nmuch?
GRACE
We don’t want to have to open it up again till Mnday. Get four

gallons. Here’'s the key.
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EM LY
Ckay. (Sullenly, to CATHERI NE) Sorry.
CATHERI NE
It’s cool.
(CATHERI NE pal n8 EM LY the pack of cigarettes as she
passes by)
EM LY
Thanks! 1’11 be back soon, Mom (exits)
GRACE (calling after her)
Take the wagon! It’ll be easier to carry! (Sits at the table
and lights a cigarette) | swear, that girl would forget her

head if it weren’t attached. She’s always got her nose in those
ridi cul ous fashion magazines, and if it’'s not that, all she

tal ks about is boys, boys, boys. It’s a mracle she’s doing so
well in school
CATHERI NE
She’'s getting really fresh, Mama. You ought to do sonething.
GRACE
| try, Catherine, | try. She'll get sorted out, though. Sooner
or later we all do. | was a lot like her. So was Ml |y,

actually. A mnd of her owmn. That's one thing all ny children
have going for them

CATHERI NE
But Molly’s not yours.

GRACE
She is though. Catherine, why do you always bring that up?
She’ s been ny daughter since she was twelve. You' ve been ny
daughter your whole life. 1t’s not a contest. | |ove you both,
and Jason and Emly as well.

CATHERI NE
Yeah.
GRACE
It’s just different, that's all.
CATHERI NE
That’s cool. (gets up, starts putting groceries away)
GRACE

Ch, don’t get all npody on ne.

CATHERI NE
|’mnot. You said you needed hel p.
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GRACE
Yes, | did. Wll.thank you. (Pause) So have you given nuch
t hought to coll ege applications?
CATHERI NE
Not really.
GRACE
Wy not ?
CATHERI NE
| just finished high school, Mama. |’mnot in nmuch of a rush to

get back to that, if you want to know the truth.

GRACE
CGet back to what? (Pause) Well then, what do you propose to do
with your life?

CATHERI NE
| don’t know, Mama! | guess | need tinme to figure that out.
What’ s the rush, anyway? Why do | have to decide now? All |
want to do for nowis paint, and do sone nodeling, and have fun
What’s wong with that?

GRACE
Il tell you what’s wong with that. You have to have sone
goals for your life. You' re turning into one of those beatniks.

(CATHERI NE cracks up)
What’ s so amnusi ng?
CATHERI NE

That word! Beatniks! Mama, this is 1966, not 1956! Nobody
says that any nore! (Laughing) BeatniKks!

GRACE
Listen, Catherine. | don’'t care what you call it. You're
ni neteen years old, it’'s tinme you made sone deci sions. Your
father and I will help you if you go back to school. Oherw se,

you' d better think about getting a job.

CATHERI NE
That’s not fair! Mama, why do | have to do what you want nme to
do? Don’t worry, Emly will be your college kid. She's a good
girl. Pick on her for a change.

GRACE
"’ m not picking on you! (Calnmer) |[|’mjust concerned, that’s
al | .

CATHERI NE
VWll, don’t be! Mama, | just need sone nore tine. Honest.
Just give ne till June. You prom sed ne a year. Wiy are you
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changi ng the rul es now?

GRACE
Al right, you have a point. W did say that, didn't we?

CATHERI NE
Yeah, you did.

GRACE
Cat heri ne?

CATHERI NE
Yeah.

GRACE
Look at ne.

CATHERI NE
What for?

GRACE
Are you putting on weight?

CATHERI NE
| guess a little.

GRACE
| can’t put my finger on it. You alnost...no, it can't be.

CATHERI NE
VWat can’t be?

GRACE

You al nost | ook |ike you re pregnant. (Laughs, then falls
silent) Catherine.

CATHERI NE
(Squares her shoulders, turns to face her nother)
| am

EM LY (bursting in)

Moml | put the cider in the fridge in the garage! Ws that
where you wanted it? (Long pause) Mama? (Pause) Wiat's up?
GRACE

(keepi ng her eyes on CATHERI NE)
Emly, would you please | eave us alone for a while?

EM LY
Oh, shit, you told her, didn't you?

GRACE
You knew about this?
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CATHERI NE
| didn't have to. She guessed.

GRACE
Wait a mnute! Back up. (To EMLY) How on earth could you
keep this a secret fromne?

EM LY
| prom sed.
GRACE
This isn’t a gane.
CATHERI NE
She knows that!
GRACE
Do you?
CATHERI NE
Look, | made her promse not to tell. | wanted to break it to
everyone at dinner.
GRACE
Oh, Lord. (Sits.) | feel...strange.
CATHERI NE
What’ s wong, Mama?
GRACE

What’'s wong? Wat’'s wong! (Deep breath) How far along are
you?

CATHERI NE
Twent y- one weeks.

EM LY
Five nonths. Wy not just say it?

CATHERI NE
You don’t know everything. You re supposed to go by weeks, not
nmont hs. The doctor told ne.

GRACE
When did this happen? | nean...how | ong have you known about
it?

CATHERI NE
| figured it out after about five weeks. It was when Emly was

visiting nme, just before school started. She overheard ne
talking to one of ny friends.

GRACE
VWhat friends? Wose baby is it?
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CATHERI NE (taking a deep breath herself)

| won't say.
GRACE
What ? Cat heri ne! ...
CATHERI NE
No. I’mnot saying. It doesn’t natter. He's not in the
pi cture.
GRACE

It’s not a picture, Catherine. This is a living creature. The
father needs to be told.

CATHERI NE
He knows. He'd just rather not be involved. This is ny
deci si on too.

GRACE
Deci sions! You have no decisions. You have no choices left!
It’s too late to do anything about this now Wy did you wait
so long? Wiy didn't you cone to us sooner?

CATHERI NE
| guess because | knew you'd act |ike this.

GRACE
Li ke what? Catherine, be reasonable. You can’t have a baby.

CATHERI NE
But | am having one. Around May 10th, in fact. And you know
what, Mama? |’ m gl ad.

GRACE
You' re glad. Well, I'’mso happy for you! Wat about your
future? How are you goi ng to manage?
EM LY
We'll help, won’t we, Mana?
GRACE
Em |y, hush.
EM LY

No, I won’t hush! This is going to be your first grandchild
wi th Daddy. Doesn’t that nean anythi ng?

GRACE
That’ s beside the point.

CATHERI NE

How can ny child be beside the point, Mama? Mlly’'s not even
yours, and you | ove her Kkids.
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GRACE
First of all - that is not the sane thing at all. Mlly has a
husband to help her with the girls, she has a hone, Hal has a
good job. How are you going to take care of a baby?

CATHERI NE
1’11 manage!

GRACE
You’'ve got to do better than that! Catherine, you have no idea
what you’re sayi ng.

CATHERI NE
What are you sayi ng, Mama?

GRACE (backi ng down)
| don’t know | can’t think about this now It’s sinply
absurd! Wen your father gets home, we’'re going to sit down and
discuss it. Just the three of us, Emly!

CATHERI NE
There’s nothing really to discuss. |’mgoing to have this baby.
GRACE
Don't start, Catherine. W have to talk about the future. \What
to do afterwards. (Deep breath) | can’t think straight.

Lord, how am| going to get dinner ready?

EM LY
Who gi ves a damm about di nner?

GRACE
| do! Okay. |It’s Thursday night. W’re going to have a nice
qui et nmeal for a change. The Wards are com ng over for cards
|ater. Tonorrow your father will be honme. And on Monday, after
everyone's left, Joseph and you and | are going to sit down and
have a | ong tal k.

CATHERI NE
Sure. W can talk about it all you want. 1’ve nmade ny
deci si on.

GRACE

Nobody’ s naki ng any decisions right now. Not nme, not you. This
is too enotional.

CATHERI NE
|’mnot enotional, Mama. |’ mperfectly calm 1’ve had a | ong
ti to think about this.

GRACE
Fine, nowl ' mentitled to the sanme courtesy. | don’t want
either of you to say a word about this tonight. In fact, nobody
is to knowuntil after Christmas. |s that clear?
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EM LY
Sure, but why not?
GRACE
Because we’'re going to have a nice, famly holiday. | don't

want anything to ruin it.

CATHERI NE (nmutters)
What bul I shit.

GRACE
Catherine? Promse ne. No big scenes. (Pause) Don't you
t hi nk your father deserves to be told next?

CATHERI NE
Sure, M.
GRACE
Nobody says a word till Monday. Agreed? Emly?
EM LY
| prom se.
CATHERI NE
Ckay. No big scenes.
GRACE
Fine. Who wants to help me with the pies?
EM LY
| don't really feel like it.
CATHERI NE
| think 1'Il go lie down for a while.
GRACE
Cat heri ne? Have you been taking care of yourself?
CATHERI NE
Sure. I'mfine, Mama. Just tired, that’'s all.
GRACE
Eating all right?
CATHERI NE
Yes, | said!
EM LY

You want help with your bags?

CATHERI NE
Sure. Thanks.
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(They grab the bags and exit. GRACE m xes herself a
martini, sits at the table, and lights a cigarette.
MOLLY enters fromoutside. She is 34 and hugely

pregnant.)
MOLLY
VWew, it's really nippy out there! (Shrugs out of her coat)
GRACE
Oh, Molly! Here, sit dowmn. 1’1l take that. (takes MOLLY' s
coat.) Enjoy your wal k?
MOLLY
It was wonderful! 1’d forgotten how beautiful the trees | ook
when they get covered in snow. |In WAshi ngton, everything just
melts right away. |It’s been warmso far this w nter.
GRACE
Not up here.
MOLLY
| can see that! Abby and Annie..?
GRACE
Last time | checked, they were fast asleep.
MOLLY
Wonderful. (Gimaces) ©Oh, boy. Sonetines |I think this one is
twns again. He's so strong. Cath get in all right?
GRACE
| suppose.
MOLLY
Martinis in the afternoon? This |ooks serious.
GRACE
My funny daughter. (Pause) | was just trying to relax a
little.
MOLLY
Grace? |s sonething wong?
GRACE
Not a thing. |'mjust preoccupied. (Forcing a smle) 1've got
so nuch to do.
MOLLY
| could help if you d let ne.
GRACE

No, you won’t. One of the main reasons for having you all up
here this year is so you wouldn’t have to lift a finger. And |
meant that. Besides, Emly’ s a great help to ne.
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MOLLY
Sure, when she thinks about it. And Cath-... (Real Iy | ooking
at her) You look kind of drawn out. Are you getting enough
sl eep?

GRACE
| should be asking you that. (Gets up) Wuld you like sone hot
chocol at e?

MOLLY
|’d love sone! | mss your hot chocol ate nore than just about
anything el se on the farm
GRACE
Flattery will get you everywhere. (Gets down two mugs) | think
"1l join you.
MOLLY
Are you sure you're feeling all right?
GRACE
Mlly, let it go. |’mfine.
MOLLY
Ckay, okay. At least |let ne nmake the sweet potatoes?
GRACE
Nope. You can hel p next year.
MOLLY
Wth three kids hanging on ne? I1t’'ll be a mracle if | get
anyt hi ng done.
GRACE
You |l ove it though.
MOLLY
This one’s going to be a boy. | just knowit.

(unable to take any nore, GRACE begins to cry.)

Grace? What is it? (gets up and enbraces GRACE) | knew
sonet hi ng was wr ong.

GRACE
No. .

(GRACE tries to conpose herself. CATHERI NE bursts
in.)

CATHERI NE
|’mgoing to the store. You need anything el se?
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GRACE
Ch...no, | don't think so. | thought you were tired.

MOLLY
Way don’t you slow down for a second? Can’t you see she’'s
upset ?

CATHERI NE
M nd your own damm business, Mlly! (To GRACE) | see you
couldn’t keep quiet for ten m nutes.

MOLLY
Keep qui et about what?
GRACE
Cat heri ne, cal m down.
CATHERI NE
No, I won’t calmdown! God, you re such a hypocrite!
GRACE
Cat heri ne...
CATHERI NE
You said we'd keep this quiet till after Christmas! But the

mnute | get out of the room you blab to her!

MOLLY
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

CATHERI NE
Come off it, Molly. Don't pretend she didn't tell you I’'m
pr egnant !

MOLLY (stunned)
You’' re what ?

CATHERI NE
Sonme secret, Mom Thanks a | ot.

GRACE
Actually, | didn't tell her.

CATHERI NE
Sure. Then what was all that about when | cane in? You crying,
your precious Ml ly hugging you..

GRACE
| needed a little confort, that's all! But | didn’t tell her
why | was upset, Catherine.

CATHERI NE
Yeah, right.
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MOLLY
She’s telling the truth. You just told nme yourself.

(Awkwar d sil ence)
CATHERI NE
Ch, man..l gotta get out of here for a while. Were' s the car
keys?

GRACE
Where are the car keys?

(CATHERI NE just gl ares at her)
Here. (Hands themto her)

CATHERI NE
Do you have a coupl e of bucks?

(GRACE hands her sone nobney)
Thanks. See ya. (grabs her coat and sl ans out)

GRACE (trying to joke)

Car keys, noney...if | closed nmy eyes and her voice was a little
lower, I'd think Jason was here.

MOLLY
Grace...l'msorry.

GRACE
You didn’t do anything wong, honey. (Cetting tearful again) I
don’t know what to do. How did this happen? 1’m scared for
her, Molly. 1’mso scared.

EM LY

Cath! Wit for nel (EMLY bursts in, runs to kitchen door, and
stands | ooki ng out)

MOLLY
She’s going to be all right, Mom Catherine’s a survivor. Like
you were.

GRACE
| wish | felt that way.
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EM LY

She never waits for ne! (Suddenly starts crying) She’s always
runni ng on ahead.

GRACE

It’s okay, honey. |It’'s okay. Shh. She just needs sone tine to
herself, that’'s all. Shh. Everything s going to be fine.

(GRACE hugs EM LY tight, nearly crying herself. MILLY

| ooks on.)

LI GATS FADE
END SCENE THREE
Grace Notes
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ACT ONE
SCENE FOUR

SETTING An office in a Manhattan adoption agency. A Saturday
nmorning in March, 1967. Around 10:30 a. m

AT RISE: CATHERI NE sits reading a nagazine. Now seven nonths
pregnant, she is huge. GRACE is pacing.

CATHERI NE
Mom woul d you pl ease sit down?

GRACE
What is taking so |ong?

(CATHERI NE shrugs, keeps reading)
This is what | hate about New York. One of the things | hate

about New York. They keep everybody waiting, just to show who's
i n charge.

CATHERI NE

|’min charge, aren’t 1? |1’mthe one who's having the baby.
GRACE

You needn’'t keep rem nding ne, Catherine! 1It’s quite obvious.

(CATHERI NE sm les to herself and touches her stomach)

You know, | do believe you re proud of yourself!

CATHERI NE
In away | am | nean, | created sonething, Mom There's a
whol e new person inside ne. | nean, isn't that amazing?
GRACE
Now you listen to ne. | don't care what kind of positive face
you try to put on things. You ve got nothing to be proud of.
CATHERI NE
Vell, I'’mnot ashaned and | won't pretend | am
GRACE

The only thing you ve created by getting pregnant is a whole
mess of problens. For all of us. (Pause) Were is that woman?
This is ridiculous. W shouldn’'t be kept waiting this |ong.
won't stand for it.

CATHERI NE
Cool. Let’s leave then. (Starts to rise)
GRACE

Sit down, Catheri ne!
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CATHERI NE
Conme on! Let’s go get sone |unch or sonething.
GRACE
It is ten-thirty in the norning.
CATHERI NE
Yeah, and our appoi ntnent was half an hour ago. |’ m sick of

tal king to shrinks, anyway. Maybe |’m not neant to give up the
baby. Maybe | shouldn’t sign those papers. Maybe this is a
sign. W’ re not supposed to be here. Qur destiny lies

el sewhere.

GRACE
Wul d you stop this nonsense!

CATHERI NE
But it is our fate to seek out that which awaits us! (Extends
her arm Adventures, ny | ady?

GRACE
Catherine! Wuld you please stop naking a spectacl e of
your sel f!

CATHERI NE
In front of who?

GRACE
In front of whonf

CATHERI NE
That’' s what | sai d.

GRACE

Sit down.

(CATHERI NE, hurt, sinks down in the chair, |ooks
around, brightens.)

CATHERI NE
She just kicked!.Don’t you want to feel it? (Pause) There, she
did it again! Conme on, Mom Put your hand--right here.

(She tries to take GRACE s hand to her stomach; GRACE

resists)
GRACE
That won’t be necessary.
CATHERI NE
Just once.
GRACE

Catherine, stop it! You' re acting like a child.
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CATHERI NE

No, you are! You're trying to pretend this baby doesn’t exist.
GRACE

No, I'mnot. |I'maquite aware that it exists.
CATHERI NE

She exists. She's a girl, and she’s going to | ove ne.
GRACE

Cat herine, do yourself a favor. Don’t get attached.
CATHERI NE

Don't get attached? | amattached. She’'s part of ne.
GRACE

VWhat | nmeant was, don’t nake this harder on yourself than it has
to be.

CATHERI NE
How could 1? | don’'t want to give her away.

GRACE
| know you don’t, but it’s the only way.

CATHERI NE
No, it’'s not!

GRACE (overl appi ng)
Everything is perfectly clear. You' re going to have this baby
in two nonths, and you’'re going to sign those papers, and then
we can all get on with our lives.

CATHERI NE
VWat if that’'s not what | want?

GRACE
Now, honey! W’ve been over this. You can’'t take care of it.

CATHERI NE
Her .

GRACE
W don’t even know t hat.

CATHERI NE
| know.

GRACE
They' Il find the baby a good hone.

CATHERI NE
She’s a person, not a stray dog! How can you nake nme do this?
She’ s your granddaughter.
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GRACE
Do you have any idea what a big responsibility it is, to have a
chil d?

CATHERI NE
Wiy won’t you help nme?
GRACE
You know that’s out of the question. Wat would people say?
CATHERI NE
| don’t give a damm what people say, Mana.
GRACE
What about when you want to get married?
CATHERI NE
That’s a stupid reason. | mght never get marri ed.
GRACE
You will want to, soneday.
CATHERI NE
Vll, if sonmeone | oves nme enough to marry ne, he’d just have to
| ove her too.
GRACE
You're not being realistic. It’s not fair to ask a man to take

care of soneone else’'s child.

CATHERI NE
Why not? You and Poppa did.

GRACE
That wasn’t the sane thing.

CATHERI NE
VWiy? Because Ml ly and Jason weren’t bastards?

(GRACE flinches)

That’s what you think, right? You don’t care what people say.
You never have. That’'s how you feel.

GRACE
Cat herine, you are underage, and you are signing those papers,
and that’s all there is to it. You can’t take care of a child
right now, and your father and | certainly can't. This is for
t he best.

CATHERI NE

But, Mama, you have children. How can you ask nme to give up
m ne?
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GRACE
Cat herine, you have no idea what you' re saying. A baby changes
your whole life.

CATHERI NE
She already has. And you're forcing nme to turn ny back on ny
own flesh and bl ood.

GRACE
Don't be so dramatic. You'll have other children.
CATHERI NE
Sure, and | guess I'Il |ove them nore because they' Il be
legitimate. God! This is so...unfair.
GRACE
| know. You're so young.
CATHERI NE
Not as young as | was.
GRACE

No, and | suppose you never w || be again.

(TERRY MORGAN enters. She is 27, attractive, and

edgy.)

TERRY

Ms. Roberts? |1'mTerry Morgan. |'mso sorry |I'mlate.
GRACE

Oh, were you?
TERRY

Yes, please excuse ne. W are backed up right now.
GRACE

| see. Call nme Gace, please.
TERRY

Grace. |’ve always |oved that nane.
GRACE

Thank you.
TERRY

And you nust be Catheri ne.
(O fers her hand; CATHERI NE ignores it)
How are you today?

(CATHERI NE shrugs)
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|'"m Terry.
CATHERI NE (turning a page)
Yeah, | heard you the first tine.
GRACE
Cat heri ne. . .
TERRY
Ms. Roberts, maybe we shoul d be al one.
CATHERI NE
Cool. I'll be in the waiting room (starts to get up, with
difficulty)
TERRY
No, | neant you and ne, Catherine.

You and |7?

CATHERI NE

GRACE (taken aback)

Very well. (To CATHERINE) Be civil.
(GRACE exits. TERRY sits and watches CATHERI NE, who
keeps reading.)
TERRY
How about putting down that magazi ne?
CATHERI NE
Can’t. I'mreading this great article.
TERRY
Come on. You can finish it later.
CATHERI NE
No, | can’t. | don’'t plan on hanging around.
TERRY
Real | y?
CATHERI NE
Sure. This isn't ajail, is it?
TERRY
O course not. You know your nother’s right out there.
CATHERI NE
Vell, then, | want to go hone.
TERRY

Do you know why you’' re here?
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CATHERI NE
Sure | do. I'’mnot crazy. Just pregnant.
TERRY
| can see that.
CATHERI NE
Yeah? You nust be smarter than you | ook.
TERRY
K. Conme on, now. Let’s talk.
CATHERI NE
Sure, just a second. (snaps the magazine shut) Done. Wat’s
on your m nd?
TERRY
| was going to ask you that.
CATHERI NE
Not hi ng’s on ny m nd.
TERRY
Come on, Catherine. |I'mhere to help you.
CATHERI NE
Yeah? Well, you' re wasting your breath. 1’ mnot talking to any
nor e shri nks.
TERRY
Catherine, I'"'mnot a...shrink. |’man adoption counsel or.
CATHERI NE
Ch, here we go again. That’s even worse. Look, you're the
third one they' ve dragged ne to. It’s not gonna do any good.
You mght as well turn around and wal k out right now.
TERRY
Can we just talk about this?
CATHERI NE
Go ahead, talk all you want.
TERRY
You' re feeling a bit overwhel med, right?
CATHERI NE
What woul d you know about it?
TERRY
Believe ne, | know.
CATHERI NE

Sure. You see this all the tine, right?
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TERRY
Cat herine, you shoul d be thinking about your choi ces.
CATHERI NE
What choices? |’mhaving a baby in two nonths. | don’t have
any choices left.
TERRY
Actual ly, you’ve got a |lot of choices to nmake.
CATHERI NE
Yeah? Like what?
TERRY
Wll, that’s what we need to discuss. Wat do you want to do?
CATHERI NE
| want to keep ny baby. But ny parents won't even consider it.
TERRY
And if you keep your baby...if you go agai nst your parents’
wi shes, what do you think will happen?
CATHERI NE
| guess they d cut ne off.
TERRY
Real | y?
CATHERI NE
| don’t know. They said they woul d.
TERRY
What if you give the baby away? Wat would you do then?
CATHERI NE
| think I'd go nuts.
TERRY
Seriously.
CATHERI NE
Do you see ne | aughi ng?
TERRY
Isn’t there anything el se you want to do?
CATHERI NE
VWhat does that matter? God, | can’t believe you do this all the

time. You ask sone really dunb questions.

TERRY
No, really. Aside fromthe baby, if you could do anything you
i ke, what would it be?
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It’s stupid.
TERRY
Come on. Anything. Let your imagination wander.
CATHERI NE
| guess...l’ve always wanted to study art. For real, not just
messing around. | do paintings sonetinmes. | even sold one to
this chick in the Village.
TERRY
What ki nd of paintings?
CATHERI NE
Different stuff.
TERRY
I’d like to see them
CATHERI NE
Why, you want to buy one?
TERRY
You don’t trust too many people, do you?
CATHERI NE
Way should I? It never works out.
TERRY
Does your baby’'s father fall into that category?
CATHERI NE

There you go with the stupid questions again. Do you see him
hangi ng around?

TERRY
VWhat happened?

CATHERI NE
He says it’s not his. He went to school sonewhere.

TERRY
Did you try witing to hinf

CATHERI NE
O course | did! Wat do you care? You just want ne to sign
t he papers.

TERRY
| care about you, Catherine.

CATHERI NE
VWay?  You just net ne.
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TERRY
Look, you’'re here already. You could at |east hear nme out. Not
for nmy sake, for your baby’'s sake.

CATHERI NE
Bul I shit! Look, I'"mall she's got. If | give her up, wouldn’'t
| just be a quitter? 1'd be letting both of us down.

TERRY

Maybe you could try to look at it differently. Maybe you could
be giving her what she needs, and you' d be giving yourself what
you need too.

CATHERI NE
| shouldn’t be thinking about nyself. Wo can |ove ny baby nore
than I can? That can’t be right.

TERRY
Listen, Catherine. | can’'t help you decide what's right for
you. But | can tell you a couple of things for sure. One, it is
ultimately your decision. Wether or not your parents realize
it. Because you're the one who's having the baby, and you're the
one who's going to take care of it, if you keep it. Even if

they do cone around, and say they' Il help you, it’s your
responsibility, and yours alone. | just want you to realize what
a big deal that is. (taking a deep breath) And two...I| do
under st and what you’re goi ng through. Because when | was
si xteen, | gave ny son up for adoption.
CATHERI NE
Ch, man...|l don't believe this.
TERRY
| wouldn’t |ie about that.
CATHERI NE
But...how could you do that?
TERRY
It was for the best.
CATHERI NE
Whose best? Yours or his?
TERRY
Both of us! | was on ny owmn. | couldn’t take care of him |

got a chance to get ny life together, and I even went to
college. He got two parents who | oved him

CATHERI NE
How do you know?

TERRY
The agency told ne.

Grace Notes Rachel Rubin Ladutke



43

CATHERI NE
And you believed them And you never think about hinf

TERRY
Sure | do. Every day. (Deep breath) And I'll tell you
sonething else. You remind ne of ne. | was pretty angry and
confused, too. But you re luckier than | was.

CATHERI NE
Yeah, sure, |'m |l ucky.

TERRY
My parents didn't want anything to do with nme when | told them|
was pregnant. They actually threw nme out. | ended up going to

one of those hal fway houses. But didn't your nom nove to New
York to be with you? Your parents nust care about you a |ot.

CATHERI NE

Why, ‘cause they didn’t exile ne frommny house? They m ght as
wel | have. Mdmonly brought nme here ‘cause she doesn’'t want
anyone to know about the baby. She doesn’t want ne around ny
own kid sister. She doesn’t want ne seen around town. [|’'ma
bad i nfluence, people will talk, shit like that. Al she cares
about is appearances. Then there’s ny big sister Mlly. She'd
never get herself in a nmess like this. She’'s smarter than that.
She’s perfect, right? And ny brother Jason, who | thought was
so cool. He keeps telling ne what a ness |’ve nmade of ny life.
Like | really need to hear that right now Like |I could forget
about it for a mnute. Like |l don't feel bad enough as it is.

TERRY
What about your father? Howis he handling all of this?

CATHERI NE
He’s not. He hasn’t been able to ook nme in the eye since they
found out. Not that we ever tal ked much anyway. He’'s never
home. | think he blanmes ne too.

TERRY
Bl ames you for what?

CATHERI NE
For screwi ng up. But not because of ne, because of them
They’ re nmaking all the decisions! Nobody cares about how |’'m
feeling, and what | want! Just as long as I'ma good little
girl and do as they say. But they want ne to give up ny baby.
That feels really wong, but maybe |’ m gonna have to do it
anyway. Maybe it is for the best. | just don’t know | don’t
even know what’'s the right thing to do.

TERRY

Why not? Why sacrifice both your baby’s happi ness and your own,
because you feel guilty?
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CATHERI NE
That’'s not it! | don’t know. | " m conf used.
TERRY
Look, if it was so bad, would | be here?
CATHERI NE
Everybody’s got to earn a |iving sonehow.
TERRY
You know what? | do this because | want to. | " ma vol unt eer.
CATHERI NE
What do you want, a nmedal? (beat) | don’t want to spend ny
life wondering if I did the right thing.
TERRY
It'’s not |ike that.
CATHERI NE

Do you really nmean that? Can you honestly look nme in the eye
and tell me you have no regrets?

TERRY
Everybody has sone regrets, Catherine.
CATHERI NE
No, | nean about giving up your baby. |If you can honestly tell

me you believe you' re happy, that you don’'t regret it...then
maybe | should sign the papers. Maybe it is the right thing to
do. (Deep breath) Can you |look nme in the eye and say that?
(Pause) Can you?

LI GATS FADE

END SCENE FOUR
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ACT ONE
SCENE FI VE

SETTI NG The farnhouse kitchen. June of 1967, m d-afternoon
AT RRSE: EMLY cones in with a book bag, drops it at the door.

EM LY
Anyone honme? (Louder) Mn? Cath? (To herself) Like she'd
answer anyway.

(She gets a soda and cookies, sits, opens a book, then
snaps it shut)

What’s the point?

(Tosses the book aside and picks up a magazi ne.
CATHERI NE enters. She has lost all her pregnancy
wei ght but | ooks haggard, not slim She is still in
paj anas. )

Hey. You're up.

(CATHERI NE gets wine fromthe fridge, and lights a
cigarette off the one she has just finished.)

How you feeling? D d you get any sleep today? (Pause) OK, you
could at | east answer nme. (Pause) | wish you' d quit. |[|’ve
heard snoking is really no good for you

(CATHERI NE shrugs, noves to exit.)
No, wait! You just got up. Sit with ne a little.

(CATHERI NE pauses, then sits, but does not neet
EM LY s eyes)

How | ong are you gonna keep this up? Ever since you got hone,
all you do is stay in your roomand cry. 1|’ve heard you. Cath
you’ve got to snap out of it. |I’mscared. There s sonething
wei rd going on. Nobody's talking to anybody. Even Mom and Papa
hardly say a word to each other. | don’'t think they had a fight
or anything, | nmean not really. They just seem..disconnected.
But | bet you haven’t even noticed a damm thing.

Meanwhi | e, everyone’s tiptoeing around you |like someone died,
and nobody has the guts to say what’s on their mnd. Wll,
will. | think you like this. You re getting all this
attention, just like always. You may think it’s taking your

m nd off the baby, but you have to stop pretending it didn’t
happen. You gotta talk about it. You gotta talk, period. And
you’ ve gotta start acting |ike a normal human bei ng agai n.
You're nmy sister. | need you. Please, cone back
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(Pause; she grows angry)

Okay, | know you think of nme as just a kid. Everyone does. But
|’ mnot a baby any nore. |’m seventeen, and you know what? |’ m
not as naive as everyone thinks I am | know you’ ve been

through a lot. Well, so have all of us. So why don’t you cut it
out? Wiy don’t you think of soneone else for a change?

CATHERI NE
Go to hell.
EM LY
You go to hell! (Pause) You talked to ne!

(Hugs her; CATHERI NE starts coughing, pulls away to
get her w ne)

Wiy don’t you quit?

CATHERI NE
M nd your own busi ness.

EM LY
If you're not ny business, who is?

(CATHERI NE gl ares at her. EMLY grabs the cigarettes,
and CATHERI NE grabs her wist.)

CATHERI NE
Drop ‘“em

(Starts an Indian burn; EMLY obeys)

EM LY
OM  (Rubs her wist) G me one?

CATHERI NE
No. You don't need ‘em \Wat’'s wong with you, anyway? Wy
don’t you grow up?

EM LY
That’s what |’'mtrying to do! You drive ne nuts, you know that?

(goes to slap CATHERI NE, who deflects the bl ow and
grabs her hand)

CATHERI NE
Christ, get ahold of yourself! Cal mdown, okay?

EM LY (overl ap)
You nake ne so nmad!

CATHERI NE
l’mnot letting go till you cool it!
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EM LY
Ckay! (calner) Ckay.
CATHERI NE
Prom se?
EM LY
Yeah.
(CATHERI NE rel eases EM LY, who rubs her wist. They
regroup.)
CATHERI NE
Were is everybody?
EM LY
Beat s nme.
CATHERI NE
CGet a gl ass.
EM LY

What the hell for? You already have one.

CATHERI NE
Just do it! God, why is everything an argunent with you?

EM LY
Now you sound |ike Mom

(She gets a gl ass; CATHERI NE pours EM LY w ne, and
hands her a cigarette.)

| don't get it.

CATHERI NE
Christ, Emly, just shut up for once, huh?

(They snoke. EMLY coughs a little.)

CATHERI NE
Every time | get to sleep, | keep having the same dream |’'m
wal ki ng through this I ong hallway, and there’s nobody el se
around. Except, I'mwalking a little dog. It's really friendly
and it loves ne. Al of a sudden this door opens - | didn't
even see it. It's at the end of the hall, right in front of ne.

There’'s a really bright light, and voices, and | start feeling
faint. The next thing I know, | wake up and the dog is gone.
Just when | open ny eyes, | hear the door slamshut. As soon as
| feel like |I can get up, | turn the knob, but it won't open.
try and try, but the door’s |ocked tight.

| start crying and scream ng, and then | see a w ndow and |
notice it’s snowing out. So | go outside, and | start dancing
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in the snow | feel so free, | can alnost forget about |o0sing
the dog. Of in the distance | see a little building, and I
start running towards it. Wen | get close enough, | see that

it’s an animal shelter, and | realize what | really want is to
get another dog. But the woman in the shelter says | can't.
Sonehow she knows | felt happy when the dog di sappeared, and she

tells me | don’t deserve another one. | beg and beg her, and
finally she agrees to let ne look at their dogs. But |I can't
find any like the one | lost, and that’'s the only one | want. |

start crying. Then | wake up, and I"'mreally crying.

| don’t remenber nuch about giving birth, but I know | heard her

cry. | didn’t get to |look at her, or hold her. The nurse even
said | didn't deserve to see her, because | was giving her away.
They did let ne feed her once. | had to refuse to sign the

papers before they’'d even let ne do that. She had bl ue eyes.

t hi nk nost babi es have bl ue eyes, but hers weren’t at all pale.
They were really deep, deep blue. Like the ocean. One hour,
that’s all we had together. Then they took her away again.

You know what | really don’'t get, Emy? Wien | tal ked to the
other girls at the agency, they all kept saying they coul dn’t
wait to give birth so they could get back to normal. But |
didn’t want to have the baby, because then I was going to | ose
her. | tried to keep her wwth ne as long as | could. | started
having pains in the mddle of the night, but | didn’t wake Mom
up until I couldn’'t stand it any nore. | didn't want to go to
the hospital, ‘cause | knew I'd be com ng honme al one and enpty.
That’s the worst part, | think. | feel so enpty. |I’mcold al
the tine.

And now everyone expects nme to just go on |ike nothing happened.
They lied to me. Nobody told nme it would be like this. |’ m not
even twenty years old, Emly, and | feel like ny life is over.
And | just keep waiting for it to stop hurting. But it doesn't.
It just gets worse. You don’'t know how nmuch it hurts.

EM LY
|’ m sorry.

CATHERI NE
Emy. Hold ne?

(EM LY hugs CATHERI NE. CATHERI NE cries on her
shoul der.)

LI GATS FADE

END SCENE FI VE

ACT ONE
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SCENE SI X
SETTING The kitchen of the farmhouse. June, 1978

AT RISE: GRACE, 65, enters fromrear of house with three
| ar ge shoppi ng bags. She struggles out the door.
A mnute |ater she returns enpty-handed, sits, and
lights a cigarette. She rises alnpbst at once, and
crosses to outside door.

GRACE
Catherine? Do you need a hand?

CATHERI NE ( of f st age)
No, | think I"ve got it.

GRACE
If we need to, we can nmake two trips.

CATHERI NE

50

No, it’s OKI (sound of car doors slamm ng; GRACE, watching from

door, w nces)

GRACE
Be careful of the chinal

(CATHERI NE, now 30, enters. She is on edge.)

CATHERI NE
K, Mom the car’'s all packed.
GRACE
Did everything fit?
CATHERI NE
It’s fine, Mom
GRACE
| just hope you didn’'t shove everything in, any which way.
CATHERI NE
You can repack the whole damm car if you want! |'mtaking a
break. (sits and lights a cigarette)
GRACE
No, no, honey. |I'msure it’s fine. (pause) It's an awfully
warmday, isn't it?
CATHERI NE
Not as warmas it is back hone.
GRACE
| can believe that. | don’t know how you stand it down there,

it’s so hot.
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CATHERI NE
| love it, Mom Tucson is beautiful. You really should cone
out to visit.

GRACE
I will, I will. You only just noved there.

CATHERI NE

No, we’ve been back from Mexico al nost ei ght nonths, and you
haven’t been to see us once.

GRACE
Cat herine, you know, 1’ve had a lot on ny mnd this past year.
Your father and | had a | ot of
details to iron out, and it was hard to find a suitable place.
"Il be out as soon as | get settled. (sighs, |ooking around

her) | wish | hadn’t packed the vodka. W deserve a drink.
CATHERI NE
Then you’ Il be glad |I planned ahead. (Rifles through her purse)
It’s not vodka exactly, but it’'ll do. | got sonme rumon the
pl ane, but then |I decided against having a drink. And | think
there’s still a few Cokes in the fridge. (sets a small bottle
on the table)
GRACE
Good thinking, honey! (starts to get up)
CATHERI NE
1l get it, Mom Relax. You' ve had a hard day.
GRACE

|’ve had a hard few nonths.

CATHERI NE
Yeah, noving’'s a drag, isn't it? O course, nobody put a gun to
your head.

GRACE
Catherine, don't start. Please, not today.

(CATHERI NE brings Cokes and two gl asses to the table)

CATHERI NE
Wul d you pl ease not call ne that nanme any nore! |’ve asked you
a hundred tines to call nme D nah

GRACE
| will not. | just can’'t get used to it. Wy do you want to
change your nanme, anyway?

CATHERI NE
You're not the only one who wants a fresh start. |’ m cleansing

nysel f. Reinventing ny psyche.
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GRACE
You never talked this way before you lived in Mexico. Are you
feeling all right?

CATHERI NE
| feel great, Mom |'mbeing reborn. | deserve a new nane.
One | can choose for nyself.
GRACE
But Catherine is such a beautiful nane.
CATHERI NE
It’s a fine nane. It’s just not ne anynore.
GRACE
| don’t know what you nean by that. You're still the sane
per son.
CATHERI NE
l"mnot. | never was.
GRACE
You nystify ne.
CATHERI NE

Sane here. Wiy are you and Poppa separating? Cone on, tell ne.

Sonet hi ng nust have happened.

GRACE
| knew you were going to be expensive help.

CATHERI NE
Yeah, but you don’'t have to tip ne.

(GRACE hedges, pours them sodas and spi kes hers. \When
she tips the bottle towards CATHERI NE' s dri nk,
CATHERI NE shakes her head)

1’11 have it straight, thanks, Mm

GRACE
You sure?
CATHERI NE
Yeah, I'’mjust not in nmuch of a drinking nood |ately.
GRACE
Oh. Well. Good.
CATHERI NE
So?
GRACE

VWhat do you want ne to say?
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CATHERI NE
Just tell nme the truth. Wy are you | eaving Poppa? Did he hurt
you sonehow?

GRACE
O course not.
CATHERI NE
What, then?
GRACE
| don’t knowif | can explainit. There' s no one specific
reason. It just is what it is, that's all.
CATHERI NE

Don’t you | ove himany nore?

GRACE
As much as ever. (Sips her drink) Mm You sure you don’t
want any?

CATHERI NE
All I knowis, when | get married, it’s going to be forever.
GRACE
Vell, | certainly hope so!
CATHERI NE
Mom..Geg and | are getting marri ed.
GRACE
Ch. WwWell. That’'s wonderful.
CATHERI NE

You don’t sound very enthusiastic.

GRACE
No, honey! If that’s what you want, then |I’mvery happy for
you.

CATHERI NE
There’s nore. (Deep breath) |1’mgoing to have a baby. In
Cct ober .

GRACE (absorbing this)
Oh...ny.

CATHERI NE (hastily)
But we were tal king about getting married anyway, you know? We
just didn’t think it’d be this quick. W were thinking of
getting engaged over the summer.

GRACE
| see.
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CATHERI NE
It’s just a little sooner than we’'d planned, that's all.
Everything’ s going to be great, though! Geg is working nights.
And we have sone extra noney comng in because |’ve got this job
at the departnent store now And we're even going to set up a
little studio for nmy painting, just as soon as we can get a
house.

GRACE
And you’ re happy?
CATHERI NE
Yes, | really am
GRACE
Does G eg know about the baby?
CATHERI NE
O course he does! I'mfive nonths already. He's thrilled too.
GRACE

No, | neant the other baby.
(Long silence)

CATHERI NE (softly)
Wiy are you bringing her up now?

GRACE
Isn't it obvious?

CATHERI NE
The only thing that’s obvious is that you're trying to upset ne.

GRACE
Now, Catherine. Don’t you think G eg deserves to know t he whol e
story?

CATHERI NE
Wiy? That was el even years ago. |’ve put it behind ne. It’s
taken ne a long tinme to get over it, but I finally amover it.
Let it stay in the past, why can’'t you?

GRACE
The question is, can you? Should you?

CATHERI NE
VWhat if | do tell hinP Wat do you think he’'s going to think of
me if he finds out | gave ny baby up for adoption? He' Il think
| didn’t care about ny own daughter, that’'s what.

GRACE
Sweeti e, nobody would think that.
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CATHERI NE
Sure they would. Anyone who knows what | did would think I was
just selfish. And nmaybe they’' d be right.

GRACE
You didn’t “do” anything, Catherine. You re not the only person
in the world that’s ever gone through this. And as you said, it
was a long tinme ago. You were a baby yourself. He can’'t hold
t hat agai nst you.

CATHERI NE
| don’t know. | hold it against ne, why shouldn’t he?

GRACE
When do you plan to have this weddi ng of yours? Before the
baby’ s born, | hope.

CATHERI NE
O course, Mm In two weeks.

GRACE (taken aback)
Doesn’t give you much tine to plan, does it?

CATHERI NE
Everything' s taken care of. Al you have to do is show up.
GRACE
| see.
CATHERI NE
We wanted you and Daddy to be there. | guess that’s not gonna
happen, huh?
GRACE
Nonsense! We wouldn’t mss it.
CATHERI NE
You sure? It won't be weird for you?
GRACE
Not at all.
CATHERI NE
Well...great!
GRACE

| suppose you’' ve discussed all this with Emly.

CATHERI NE
Sure. She’'s going to be the baby’s godnot her.

GRACE
| should have known. Why am | always the last to find out about
t hese things?
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CATHERI NE
Ch, Mom |I'msorry. | could have tined this better. W were
going to tell you together, but Geg got stuck at work, and this
wasn’'t exactly the way we planned it.

GRACE
| understand, honey.

CATHERI NE (getting a bit teary)
| nmean, we thought we’'d cone up for your anniversary, and tel
you and Poppa together, and then you called and asked ne to help
you nove out, and it’s just been such a shock, you know?

GRACE
Yes, well, I"msorry to spring things on you |ike that.
CATHERI NE
Me, too...Mom | just want this to work out.
GRACE
Have | ever told you how proud | anf
CATHERI NE
O what ?
GRACE
O you, honey. You're very strong, and you're a talented
artist, and you' ve really conme through this all right. | hope
you realize that. You should be proud of yourself.
CATHERI NE
Sonetinmes | am and sonetinmes | feel like | haven't gotten
anywher e.
GRACE

Sure you have. You made the right choice.

CATHERI NE
You left me no choi ces!

GRACE
| don't see it that way. You nade the choice to have the baby.

CATHERI NE
And you made the choice for ne, that |I should give her away! Do
you think that didn't affect me? Do you think | just wal ked
away with a clean slate? Wat if Geg wal ks out? Wat if |
wal k out? What if | turn out to be a |ousy nother?

GRACE
You won’t.
CATHERI NE
How t he hell do you know? | let ny first baby down, didn't 17?
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After | gave her up, | thought | couldn’t trust anyone again.
didn't even trust nyself. And ever since | found out |I’'m
pregnant, |’ m having the sane ni ght mares agai n.

GRACE
Way do you think that is?

CATHERI NE
| guess I'mscared I'll |lose this baby too. Sonehow, | won't be
able to keep him

GRACE
Now, listen to ne. This is not out of your control. It’'s a
conpletely different situation.

CATHERI NE
|’ mnot so sure. Anyway, that situation could have been
different too. | could have kept her.

GRACE

So you honestly don’t intend to talk to G eg about your
daughter? You want to start off your marriage with a secret
i ke that between you?

CATHERI NE
Well, no...So often, |I’ve been about to tell him and sonething
stopped ne every tine. It just didn't feel right.

GRACE

If you don't tell him you'll always regret it. And it wll be
even worse if he finds out |ater.

CATHERI NE
How do you know?

GRACE

You don’t get to be nmy age without |learning a few things about
human nat ure, honey.
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CATHERI NE
You' re not so old, Mom But | guess you're right. He has to
know. (Pause) Mn?

GRACE
Mrm
CATHERI NE
| " m scar ed.
GRACE
There’s no need to be. |If you know G eg as well as you think
you do. Let nme ask you sonething. Do you |ove each other?
CATHERI NE
Ch, yeah. | feel like he’s ny other half, Mom W'’re just
S0. .. connect ed.
GRACE

Then, if he really loves you, this isn’t going to nake any
difference to him

CATHERI NE
How can it not? Maybe we shouldn’t even be thinking about
getting married, anyway. You and Poppa couldn’t nmake it work
after all this tinme. Wat chance have we got?

GRACE
Now, just a mnute. |f sonmething’ s holding you back, that’s one
thing. But don’'t blanme it on anyone el se. Just because your
father and | can’'t |ive together doesn’'t nean we don’t care
about each ot her.

CATHERI NE
But if you...

GRACE (| aughi ng)
How about this? 1'm65. Mst people retire at ny age. Let’s
just say I'mretiring fromyour father. OK?

CATHERI NE
That’ s not funny, Mm
GRACE
Al right, honey. 1’ msorry. But we won't resolve this

tonight, will we, Catherine?...Di nah.
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CATHERI NE
| suppose not .

GRACE
So have you picked out any names yet?

CATHERI NE
If it’s a girl, Hannah. And if it’'s a boy, we' re thinking of
nam ng hi m Dyl an.

GRACE
| hope you’ re kidding.

CATHERI NE
No, I"'mnot. | like that name. Dylan Quinn. Boy, you just
hate ny taste in nanmes |lately, huh?

GRACE
Vell, it’s a nane. You've still got tine to change your m nd.
(Looks around) You know, | think this is going to be a good
step for ne. Do you realize, |1’ve never lived on ny owmn? First
| lived with ny sister and her husband, then ny own husbands and
children. 1’mgoing to enjoy having ny own place. Thanks for
your hel p, sweeti e.

CATHERI NE

Thanks for your help, Mm
(They smile, then both | ook away, a bit enbarrassed)
K, we'd better get to work.
GRACE
That’'s for sure. Let’s head on over, then. [If we can at |east

get sone of those boxes into the right roons, then we can go out
for a nice dinner with a clear conscience.

CATHERI NE
Who' s buyi ng?
GRACE
Mama, of course. Call it your tip.
CATHERI NE
That’s a deal. (Makes a face) QOooh.
GRACE
Are you all right?
CATHERI NE
Yeah. | think he just kicked. For the first tinme, Mm
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GRACE
Real ly? (tentatively) Can | feel?

CATHERI NE
Sur e.

(GRACE puts her hand on CATHERI NE' s st onach.

CATHERI NE puts her hand over GRACE s hand.)

LI GATS FADE

END ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
SCENE ONE

SETTING A stretch of |lawn at the Connecticut Agricultural
Society. August, 1994.

AT RISE: ERIK, SAMANTHA, and CATHERI NE are standing a distance
apart, looking out front. CATHERINE is snoking a
cigarette. She is 47 but seens younger. SAMANTHA is
her 27 year old daughter: ill at ease, on her best
behavior. ERIKis her 15 year old son: insecure,
handsone, disgusted with everyone.)

SAMVANTHA
It | ooks nice.
CATHERI NE
Doesn’t it?
SAMVANTHA
What does it say?
CATHERI NE
| know it has Poppa’s nane on it. |’mnot sure what else. Mm
pi cked the inscription.
SAMANTHA
Can we get a closer |ook?
CATHERI NE
Soon. (Pause) Wat do you think of it, Erik?
ERI K
It’s a goddamm rock. \What’'s there to say?
CATHERI NE
Eri k!
ERI K
Come on, look at it. 1Is that the best they can do? Joe spent a

ot of time at this place.

SAMANTHA
| think it’s really cool of themto have a whol e service for
hi m

ERI K
Look, Sam this is lame. They're just crammng in his nenorial
dedi cation |like he was nothing. They have this open house thing
every year.

SAMANTHA
Well, how would | know that?
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CATHERI NE
Poppa did raise a | ot of noney and support for them | think
it’s good they' re doing this.
SAVANTHA
Me too.
CATHERI NE
There wasn’t a funeral, you know.
SAVANTHA
Wy not ?
CATHERI NE
Ch, he didn't really want one. (Pause)
SAVANTHA
Was he...
CATHERI NE
Believe it or not, he donated his body to science.
SAVANTHA
Well. That's different.
CATHERI NE
Your grandfather was a very original person.
SAVANTHA
So am|l. According to nost people | neet.
CATHERI NE
|’mjust so glad we're all here. | know it sounds weird to say
that, on a day like this, but...|l never thought we’'d all three

be together like this. Aren’'t you, Erik? Isn't it wonderful
that your sister found us?

ERI K
Sure, I"mecstatic. How nmany nore tines are you gonna ask ne
t hat ?

(GRACE enters. She is now 81, with traces of Southern
bell e remaining despite nore than sixty years of living ‘up
North.’ She was once stunning and is still rather
attractive.)

GRACE
There you are! | was | ooking for you.

SANVANTHA
Hey, G an!
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( SAMANTHA and GRACE hug; CATHERI NE and ERIK | ook on.)

GRACE
They want everyone up at the tent.

CATHERI NE
We'll be right there! (To ERIK) Listen, don't stir things up.
Consi der soneone el se for a change.

ERI K
Look who’ s tal ki ng.
CATHERI NE
What ' s that supposed to nean?
ERI K
Thi nk about it.
GRACE
Erik! Catherine! | want to get sone pictures.
CATHERI NE
Don’t call nme Catherine, Mom
ERI K
| don't feel like it.
SAVANTHA
Go ahead, you guys.
GRACE
Come on. | want sone pictures of the whole famly! (To
SAMANTHA)  You too, honey.
SAVANTHA
Well...okay. But aren’t people going to wonder who | an®? |

shouldn’t really be up there.

CATHERI NE
Anyone who matters, already knows. The rest of them can wonder
all they want.

SAVANTHA

You told people you gave up a baby for adoption?
CATHERI NE

It’s been a long tine. [|’ve got nothing to hide now.
ERI K

And since when am| part of this famly?

GRACE
Nonsense, Erik! O course you are.
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ERI K
| didn’t get to see ny grandfather since | was nine years ol d.
What difference does it nmake if I’mhere now? He s not gonna
know.

CATHERI NE

Pl ease, don’t pull this now.
ERI K

Go to hell, Moml You don’t care about Joe, or about any of us.
CATHERI NE

VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

ERI K
Forget it! Just.why did you keep having kids if you didn't want
t hent?

CATHERI NE

O course | wanted you! | wanted both of you
ERI K

Well, you ve got a funny way of showing it.
CATHERI NE

Eri k, when | had Samantha | wasn’t nuch ol der than you are now.
Tell me, you think you could handle a kid?

ERI K

Maybe | have the sense not to get into a ness |ike you did!
CATHERI NE

Well, good for you! So you think you have all the answers, huh?
GRACE

Listen, | want both of you to cut this out. W can talk about

this when we get hone. But right now we have a nenorial service
to get through, in case you ve forgotten

CATHERI NE (resi gned)

Sure, Mm
ERI K (sull en)

Ckay, G an.
GRACE

Fine. Let’'s go. It’s alnost time for the |unch.
SAVANTHA

|’mstarving. | hope there’'s sonething | can eat.
CATHERI NE

Your teeth still hurt?
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SAVANTHA

Ki nda, yeah.

CATHERI NE
When | had nmy wisdomteeth out, it didn’t bother nme at all. But
then I only had two out at a tine.

SAVANTHA
I’mglad | got themall done at once. |’d never have gone back.
|’ ve been in hell.

ERI K

Wel conme to ny worl d.

SAMANTHA ('t easi ngly)
Your teeth hurt too?

ERI K
No, that's not what | meant.

SAMANTHA
Al right, let’s get this over with. | hate having ny picture
t aken.

CATHERI NE
Me too.

GRACE
Who doesn’'t? | nust | ook a ness.

ERI K
Bullshit. You all love it.

LI GHTS FADE

END SCENE ONE
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ACT TWO
SCENE TWO

The di ni ng room and back porch of GRACE s hone in a
retirement community. Later that day, around 5:00 p.m

GRACE and SAMANTHA are sitting out on the back porch.
CGRACE is drinking a glass of wine. SAMANTHA sips a
soda.

GRACE

So we were going through Joseph’s bel ongi ngs.

(GRACE lights a cigarette)

And Catherine called. The first words out of her nmouth were...

CATHERI NE (j oi ni ng t hem

Mom | wi sh you woul dn’t snoke.

GRACE (not m ssing a beat)

No, you said, “lI just got a letter fromny daughter.”
CATHERI NE

No, | nean, | w sh you would quit. The doctor says...
GRACE

| know what the doctor says. W all have to go sonetime. |’'m

going to enjoy nyself while I can. So what did G eg want?

(CATHERI NE |ights a cigarette)

|’d rat her

CATHERI NE
not get into that right now

SAVANTHA

Hey, you said you were going to quit too.

I will.

CATHERI NE

|”ve done it before.

SAVANTHA

So do it now.

Soon.

CATHERI NE

GRACE

Don’t you want to hear the story?

SAVANTHA

Sure, G an.
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GRACE
Where’'s Erik?
SAVANTHA
Come to think of it, | haven't seen himsince we got back.
guess he took off sonewhere.
CATHERI NE
Terrific.
SAVANTHA
Aren’t you worried?
CATHERI NE
About what ?
SAVANTHA
| don’t know. About where he is?
CATHERI NE
Your brother is alnost sixteen years old, Sam He' Il be fine.
SAVANTHA
| think 1'Il go try to find him Any idea where he m ght have
gone?
GRACE

He m ght be down at the pool.

CATHERI NE
| doubt that. He doesn’'t seemto be in a fun nood.

GRACE
Well, who is? Try the circle, honey. Down the end of the drive
and make a left. Maybe he went for a wal k.

SAVANTHA
K. See ya. (exits)
CATHERI NE
Vell, maybe she can talk to him
GRACE
Wy don’t you go with her?
CATHERI NE
If | see that kid now, | just mght say sonething I'll regret.
| need a break, Mom
GRACE

VWhat’'s the matter? Did Geg upset you?

CATHERI NE
Oh, just a bit. You asked what ny darling ex had to say? CQur
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little angel is repeating ninth grade.

GRACE
Mm | thought it m ght be somethi ng about that.
CATHERI NE
You knew?
GRACE
When Erik got here, | could tell something was wong. | had to
pry it out of him but he finally told nme about it.
CATHERI NE
That’s nice. Well, they say the nother is always the last to
know. [It’s good to know that’s not just an idle expression.
GRACE
| think that’'s actually the wife. And trust nme, it is
CATHERI NE
It is what?
GRACE

An idle expression. The wife is the first to know. But she's
the last to admt it.

CATHERI NE
Are we still tal king about Erik’s school ?
GRACE
Forget it.
CATHERI NE
Anyway. Al | knowis, Erik hasn't said a civil word to ne
since | got here. | doubt he was going to confide in ne. And

get this - Geg’'s blamng nme! Erik was doing fine in school
when he went to live with his precious father. So tell me, how
the hell is this ny fault?

GRACE
A l ot can happen in three years. He's had a rough tine.

CATHERI NE
| could have told himthat. He should have stayed with ne.

GRACE
Erik said you told himto go live with G eg.

CATHERI NE
VWhat? He said | told him..

GRACE
| probably have the letter somewhere in Joseph’s things.
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CATHERI NE
What did he say | said?
GRACE
Sonet hing along the lines of, “If you think I"mso bad, you should
try living with your father!”
CATHERI NE
| don’t remenber that! | nean - | didn’t nean it |ike that.
GRACE
| don’t think he knew that.
CATHERI NE
| shouldn’t have left. Wen Poppa got sick, | mean.
GRACE
He didn’'t bl ane you, honey.
CATHERI NE
Well, | blane nyself. And Erik blanes ne. You heard himtoday.

Wen we were living up here with Poppa, the two of them were so
close. Sonetines | felt like a third wheel

GRACE
Joseph certainly did |love that child.

CATHERI NE
| just wi sh Poppa had | oved ne |ike that.

GRACE
VWhat are you tal king about? O course he did.

CATHERI NE
No, he didn’t! Mlly was his best friend, and Jason was his
boy, and Emly was his little princess. He did not need ne! He
used to spend all his tinme with the other kids.

GRACE
No, Catherine, you re wong. He used to spend all his tine
wor ki ng on the goddammed farm

CATHERI NE
Wiy do you al ways defend hinf?

GRACE
He was ny husband. That used to nean sonet hi ng.

CATHERI NE
He didn't think so. If you knew...

GRACE
Knew about what ?
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CATHERI NE
Never m nd.

GRACE
You nean his...side dishes?

CATHERI NE
H s what ?

GRACE
That’s what | used to call them Oh, let’s see. There nust
have been at | east one every year. It wasn’'t always the case,
but nore often than not.

CATHERI NE
You di d know?

GRACE
Contrary to popul ar belief, darling, |I’mneither naive nor
bl i nd.

CATHERI NE

You never sai d anyt hing.

GRACE
Not to you children. Wat would that have acconplished? Al it
woul d have done is turned you against him or against ne. |

didn’t want you to feel like you had to choose.
CATHERI NE
Well, how conme you never got a divorce? If you didn't |ove each
ot her any nore?
GRACE
| didn’t say that. You did. Anyway, it wasn't that sinple.
|’d al ready been divorced once, | didn't want to do it again.

And | had a ot of work and energy tied up in the farm It
woul d have been wong to just walk away fromall that.

CATHERI NE
You did still love him didn't you?
GRACE
O course | loved him W were together for thirty years. You

don’t just stop | oving soneone.

CATHERI NE
You' re amazing. He never gave a damm about any of us,
especially you, and you re maki ng himsound |i ke sone kind of
sai nt.

GRACE
No, not a saint. A human being. Wo nmade m stakes, like all of
us. Tell nme, Catherine. Look ne in the eye and tell ne you
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woul d have been happier i
Li ke the Wnslows? O th
devast at ed.

f Joseph and | had gotten divorced.
e Mllers. You would have been

CATHERI NE

So you stayed together fo

GRACE
And because | believed if
out .

r our sake. Cone on, Mmnl

you make a comm tnent, you stick it

CATHERI NE

So you think I was wong

GRACE
| didn’t say that! Every
deci si ons, honey. You co

to get a divorce from G eg?

one’s different. |’ mnot judging your
uld pay nme the sane courtesy. | just

wanted you all to be happy.

CATHERI NE

Yeah? Well, |1'mnot sure
happy. O truly |oved.

GRACE
Ch, now, that’s just nons
And you won’t convince ne
don’t buy it. He was cra
together. That was very
You nust have. Joseph co
they were the nost inport

CATHE

| ever knew what it feels |like to be

ense. You know how | feel about you.
your father didn't |ove you, either.

71

zy about you. You were our first child
special to him And you knew that, too.

ul d make anyone he was with feel I|ike
ant person in the world.

RI NE

That’s just the thing. He did that wwth everyone. Not just ne.

GRACE
Wll, like it or not, dar
the world. That doesn’t
Emly were born...

CATHE
You were stuck, huh?

GRACE
...Wwe were so proud of yo
Emly to Sunday school
You were all dressed up,
Ch, how you hated those r
in the backseat, and | th
badly. 1’ve got Jason an
myself a real man, and

ling, you are not the only person in
mean you weren’t |oved. Wen you and

Rl NE

(not |istening)

ugirls. | renmenber driving you and
In the early Fifties it nust have been.
ri bbons in your hair, the whole |ot.

i bbons! And | | ooked at the two of you

ought to nyself, | haven't done too
d nyself out of the city, and |’ ve got
have these two little treasures on top

of it. Don't you know how nuch we | oved you?

CATHE
Poppa didn’t show it nuch
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GRACE
Nonsense. He was just very busy nost of the tine. Don't you
remenber when we used to go into the city and eat at those fancy
restaurants, just the three of us?

CATHERI NE
When | had ny ear operations?

GRACE
That’ s right.

CATHERI NE
But that was because | was sick

GRACE

So it doesn’t count? Listen, Catherine..

CATHERI NE
Damm it, Moml Don’t call ne...that name any nore. Call ne
Di nah!

GRACE
You can call yourself whatever you want, and you can deny your
past, but that doesn’t change the facts!

CATHERI NE

Maybe not, but | can forget themif | want to!
GRACE

Do you want to forget about Samtoo?
CATHERI NE

O course not! | just got her back.
GRACE

You did not get her ‘back.’ She was never yours.
CATHERI NE

She wants to be with ne. She found ne. |’ m her nother!
GRACE

No, you’'re not.
CATHERI NE

She’ s ny daughter!
GRACE

That’ s not the sane thing.
CATHERI NE

| had to give her up! | didn't want to!
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GRACE
You want to dig up old ghosts? Can’t you just be happy you have
her now? Listen to nme, honey. It’s time you stop feeling sorry
for yourself. [I'mtired of it. Your father loved you. | |ove

you. Your brother and sisters |love you. And your children want
to love you. G ve them a chance.

CATHERI NE
Samis just so - distant. It’s not what | expected.
GRACE

She’s a growmm woman. She needs tine. \What about your son?

CATHERI NE
It’s too late, Mom He doesn’t need ne any nore.

GRACE
|"d say he needs you nore than ever. He needs to know you won’t
turn your back on him

CATHERI NE
Turn ny back on hin? He' s the one that wal ked out!
GRACE
That’ s exactly what he said about you. (beat) You said before
you didn't feel loved. |Is that how you want Erik to feel?
CATHERI NE
O course not, Momi He’'s just inpossible!
GRACE
Well, it runs in the famly!

(They are both silent, cal mng down for a nonent.)

CATHERI NE
Monf
GRACE
MmT?
CATHERI NE
Si de di shes?
(They both | augh)
GRACE
Li sten, | know you' re upset about Joseph now. And about Erik’s
school. W all are. But you won't get anywhere by com ng down

on himabout it. He's enbarrassed, and | think that’s part of
the reason he hasn’'t been tal king to you.

CATHERI NE
This is ridiculous, himbeing |left back! He's a smart kid, Mm
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GRACE
Yes, but he needs soneone he can count on. And | don't think
Greg has been very supportive.

CATHERI NE
That sounds fam liar.
GRACE
Oh, Catherine. He just wasn’t the right man for you.
CATHERI NE
Nei ther was Ted. | didn’t pick very good fathers for ny kids,
did1?
GRACE

You were young. Everybody makes m stakes. Don’t sell yourself
short.

CATHERI NE
|"mnot! Look, if I wasn’'t there for Sam how can | be any good
with Erik?

(ERI K enters, unseen)

GRACE
For one thing, you were an adult when you had Erik. You nmade
deci si ons.

CATHERI NE
Yeah, well, maybe they should give you an instruction book with
each kid. And a noney-back guarantee, too! That way, if
there’s a problem |ike your kid won’'t talk to you, you can find
out if he’'s still under warranty!

ERI K

And trade himin for a newer npdel ?
CATHERI NE

Eri k! | was just kidding.

( SAMANTHA enters behi nd ERI K)

ERI K
Wll, isn’t that what you did? You gave Sam up, and then you
gave me up, too.
GRACE
Sam woul d you help ne inside please?
SAMANTHA
Well. ..
GRACE

Just for a m nute?
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SANMANTHA
You OK?

ERI K
Yeah, go ahead.

(SAMANTHA, obviously relieved, follows GRACE into the

house)

CATHERI NE

Your father tells nme you re being | eft back.
ERI K

So?
CATHERI NE

So why didn't you tell ne?
ERI K

| was gonna.
CATHERI NE

Yeah? Wen? Wen | cane to your graduation and didn't see you
on the stage?

ERI K
What ever, Mom

CATHERI NE
Not whatever, Erik! | don't want to see you throwi ng your life
awnay!!

ERI K

Over geonetry? Bullshit. You finished high school and | ook
where that got you

CATHERI NE
| shoul d have gone to coll ege.
ERI K
Well, you didn"t. So I'll followin your footsteps. Wat’'s it
matter?
CATHERI NE
It matters! Erik...l know you're upset about Poppa. | mss him

too. W need to talk about it.

(She noves to touch him He junps up to get away.)

ERI K
No!  What good’ s it gonna do? |I’'ll bet you told Sam all about
it too. Now she’ll know how stupid | am Thanks a | ot!
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(ERI K runs out)

CATHERI NE
But | didn't...!

(he’ s gone)
Damm it. (she lights a cigarette)
LI GHTS FADE

END SCENE TWO
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ACT TWO
SCENE THREE

SETTING The living room Late that night, around 1:00 a. m

AT RISE: SAMANTHA is on the sofa reading a book. Only one small
light is on.

A Del uxe Scrabble board sits on the dining table.
After a nonent, ERIK cones onto the deck and through
the back door. He | ooks around, is relieved to see
nobody waiting up for him and heads toward the

ki t chen.

SAVANTHA
(just as ERIK reaches the kitchen)
Vell, |look who's here.

ERI K
God dam! (flips on the light) You scared the shit out of ne.

SAMVANTHA
Ni ce | anguage. Wiere were you all this tine?

ERI K
None of your business. (Pause) Wy didn't you cone | ooking for
ne?

SAVANTHA
|’mgetting tired of that gane.

ERI K
What the hell are you reading?

SAMANTHA
None of your business.

ERI K
Fair enough. (HE exits into the kitchen) Want a beer?

SANMANTHA
VWhat's the choi ces?

ERI K (sticks his head out)
Bud, and Qui nness.

SAVANTHA
Drinking Bud is |like nmaking | ove in a canoe..

BOTH
It’s fucking close to water.

(They share a | augh)
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ERI K (back in kitchen)
There’s only one CGui nness.

SAMANTHA
Then we'll have to share, won't we?
ERI K

Guess so. (beat) Hey, | found a Mol son.

SAMANTHA
That’ s got your nane on it.

(ERIK enters with two opened beers)

ERI K
Tough noogi es.

SAMANTHA
"1l give you tough noogies, M. Under-Age. (raises her voice
slightly) G an! D nah!

ERI K (shushi ng her)
Al right, all right! Geez. You drive a hard bargain.

(SAMANTHA t akes the QGuinness, sits at the dining
t abl e)

SAMANTHA
Yeah, well. What do you know about decent beer, anyway?

(ERIK sits opposite her)

ERI K
| could ask you the sane question.
SAMANTHA
Doug and | make our own. |’mactually kinda picky about what I
dri nk now.
ERI K
Who’ s Doug?
SAMANTHA
My fiancée.
ERI K
Touchi ng.
SAMANTHA

So did you inherit the Scrabble gene?

ERI K
The what ?
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SAMANTHA
The Scrabble gene. W were all playing before. Mlly and Emly
t 00.

ERI K
They’ re here?
SAVANTHA
They canme for dinner. They' re back at the hotel now.
ERI K
Good. (pause; anused) What the hell - you're crazy. There’'s
no such thing as genes for stuff |ike that.
SAVANTHA
Wiy are you so hard on Di nah?
ERI K
What’s it to you?
SAVANTHA
Fair enough. (Pause) Look, I knowthis is kind of weird for
you. It's weird for me too. But I’'mglad | have a younger
brother. 1'd like to get to know you.
ERI K
Let’ s play.
SAVANTHA

How s t he Mbl son?

(ERIK takes a sip and nmakes a face)

ERI K
It’s OK
SAVANTHA
Never had a beer before, did you?
ERI K
Sure | have. Lots of tines.
SAVANTHA
Bul I shit.
ERI K
Once or twce. Sonme of the older guys snuck it into their room
and | heard them Late at night, like this. | made them give

me sone so | wouldn't tell

SAMANTHA
How ol d were you?
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ERI K
It was ny first year away at school. So | guess, thirteen.
(Sips again) It still tastes pretty bad.

SAMANTHA

Then maybe you shoul d have had the Bud.

ERI K
You calling ne a w np?

SANMANTHA
| wouldn't dreamof it.

(They set up the Scrabbl e board)

Crmon, little brother. Wat’'s eating you?
ERI K
Not hi ng.
SAVANTHA
Don't pull that clamact with nme. | do the sane thing with ny

parents. Maybe that’'s genetic too. (handing ERI K the bag of
tiles) Pick one.

ERI K (he does)
G

SAMVANTHA.
J. Damm, that was close. You go first.

(ERIK pulls seven letters fromthe bag)

ERI K
You want to know what really makes nme mad?
SAVANTHA
No.
ERI K
What ?
SAVANTHA
Don't tell nme unless you feel like it. [It’s none of ny
busi ness, like you said. Except you seemlike a pretty great
kid. Don’t you know how smart and funny you are?
ERI K
Nope. Tell ne.
SAVANTHA

You tell me first.
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ERI K
Okay. Here's the thing. Dinah talks |ike she’s this real
earth-nother type. But she always just does what she wants to
do. She doesn’t give a damm about ne. She hasn’t cone to see

me once in three years, | always have to cone to her. | |oved
it when we lived up here, with Joe. But she hated it. So we
left. | never got to see him again.

SAVANTHA
VWhat was he |ike?

ERI K
Joe? He was...| don’'t know. Pretty cool. W used to drive
down to the | ake and go swnmng after | got out of school. The
| ast tinme we went before Momand | left, he let nme drive. N ne
years old. | couldn't even reach the pedals. It was kind of a
di saster. (smles to hinself)

SAVANTHA
Crazy. | think it would be great to grow up on a farm

ERI K
It was. But then we went to Florida, and we noved around a |ot.

SAVANTHA
| lived in the sane house till | left for college.

ERI K
Ww, you're kidding. | can’'t even inagine that.

SAVANTHA

Can | ask you sonet hi ng?
(ERI K shrugs)

Did Dinah tell you about nme before | found her?

ERI K
Yeah. Sort of. | don't remenber how it canme up. | just
remenber she said, “Well, you have an ol der sister sonewhere.”
| didn’t understand then. Wy you weren’t with us.
SAVANTHA
Funny. | always used to wonder if | had any little sisters.
ERI K

| always wanted a big brother.

SAMANTHA
Sorry to di sappoi nt you.

ERI K
Sorry to di sappoi nt you.

Grace Notes Rachel Rubin Ladutke



82

SAVANTHA
You're not. | was really psyched when Dinah told nme about you.

ERI K
This is really weird, huh?

SAVANTHA
Real |y weird.

ERI K
When did you find out you were adopted?

SAVANTHA
| always knew, | think. At least, | don't remenber being sat
down and told about it, like it was a big deal. M nom
remenbers hearing ne and ny brother - | think we were about four
and seven. He said, “You know, you re adopted!” And | said,
“So? So are you!” That kind of sums it up, | guess. It just
didn't matter that nmuch. | think it’s stupid when people treat
it Iike sone deep dark secret.

ERI K
Then what nade you cone | ooking for D nah?

SAVANTHA
| still wanted to know who ny birth parents were. But | didn't
think about it, like, all the time or anything. My brother

Scott was trying to find his birth nother for a long tine. He
hasn’t had nmuch |uck, and he’'s kind of stopped |ooking for the
| ast few years.

ERI K
Bunmer .

SAMANTHA
Yeah, | alnost feel kind of guilty because | wasn't really even
trying that hard. It was an accident, alnost. Back in June, ny

dad happened to see Joe’s obituary. W knew the famly nane.

Dad called and told ne there was a man who died with that nane,
and how many kids he had, and sone of them were about the right
age. And it said he’d witten an autobiography. So | started
calling all over the city, trying to find a copy. As soon as |

opened the book and saw a picture of Joe, | knew it was the
right famly.

ERI K
How cone?

SAMANTHA

You know the picture of himwhen he was twelve? You woul dn’t
bel i eve how much that | ooks Iike nmy sixth grade graduation
phot o.
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ERI K
You nust have been one weird-looking girl.
SAVANTHA
Oh, | was! | was really tall for ny age, and flat, and | cut ny
hair short right after the picture was taken. In seventh grade
| kept getting called “young man.” Tal k about hum i ati on.
ERI K
Dam!
SAVANTHA
Anyway, it gets better.
ERI K
| wish | could believe that. | was a | ot happier when we |ived
up here.
SAVANTHA
But then you went to live with your Dad?
ERI K
About three years ago. | thought anything would be better than
Fl ori da.
SAVANTHA
So was it?
ERI K
Not really. Now |l have to go away to school. That sucks even
wor se.
SAVANTHA
| used to wish | could go away to school. | hated ny school

It was really boring. And | used to get picked on all the tine.
Till about tenth grade.

ERI K (caught)
Then what happened?

SAVANTHA
| got ny braces off, | got contact |enses, started putting on a
little weight - | was a string bean till then. M sweet sixteen
party was a real turning point. | had ny first boyfriend then,

too. It was great after that. Maybe things will get better
this year for you too.

ERI K
Yeah, right.

SAMANTHA
What does your Dad do?
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ERI K
Conmputer stuff. He's in Seattle.
SAMANTHA
Why do you hate school so much?
ERI K
Everyone hates school. You know, you ask a |l ot of questions.
SAMANTHA
Okay. Sorry!
ERI K
Forget it. (Pause)
SAMANTHA

So Di nah says she’s noving back to Arizona.

ERI K

Yeah, she’s always gonna do sonething. She just never does it.

SAMANTHA
Look, parents can be a pain sonetinmes, but we have to put up
with them

ERI K
What for?

SAMANTHA
| don’t know. | guess because they’'re in charge.

ERI K
That’s a stupid reason

SAMANTHA
| know. M ol der brother dropped out of college in his
sophonore year. So when | was in college, | wanted to drop
bi ol ogy because | knew | was going to fail. But ny parents
woul dn’t let ne. They w gged out and thought if | dropped one
course, |I'd quit or sonmething. Parents are weird.

ERI K

Great anal ogy. Your science class, ny life. Yeah, that works.

(sl aps down sone tiles)

SAMANTHA (it’s her turn)
Hmtm  But school is part of life.

ERI K
Don’t you start too.

SAMANTHA
Start what ?
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ERI K
That |ine of crap.
SAVANTHA
Look, 1...okay, you're right. | don't even know you. Let’s
j ust play.
ERI K
" m sorry.
SAVANTHA
No, no, you're right. And you know what? It’s not my problem
either. 1It’s yours and hers. | have ny own shit to deal with
ERI K

Fine. Wy should you be any different?

SAMANTHA
kay. First you act like you want to talk. Then when | try to
hel p, you get all huffy. You really are a brat sonetines.

ERI K
Yeah, well, it’s ny prerogative.
SAVANTHA
Where' d you hear that word?
ERI K
| read.
SAVANTHA
Yeah? \Wat ?
ERI K

Books. Lots of books. There's a pretty good |library at ny
school

SAMANTHA
Eri k, why are you being left back?
ERI K
| knew she’d blab to you!
SAMANTHA
Who cares?
ERI K

| bet you were all talking about it at dinner.

SANMANTHA
W were not!
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ERI K

Now you probably think |I'm dunb too.
SAVANTHA

Nobody thi nks you're dunb. Dinah’s proud of you, you know.
ERI K

Sur e.
SAVANTHA

Eri k? What’'s going on?
ERI K

kay. | really don't want to tal k about this.
SAVANTHA

You keep saying that but you don't stop.

(Long pause; he puts down sone tiles, she records the
score, waits)

ERI K
| ve been getting into fights.

SAVANTHA
Mm hmn . .

ERI K
These asshol es just pick on nme. For whatever reason they can
find. 1’mnot dressed right. M hair is sticking up. They
just feel like it. They want to show how tough they are.

Anything that conmes into their tiny little mnds, they say it.
And they laugh. And then everyone starts believing it.

SANMANTHA
Whi ch asshol es?

ERI K
The j ocks.

SANMANTHA

| thought you did sports too. See? Dinah talks about you al
the tine.

ERI K
| do track. It doesn't exactly give ne a fair fight agai nst
hal f the football team
SAVANTHA
Coul dn’t you have done sonet hing about it?
ERI K
Sure, if | wanted to get ny ass kicked even nore. (Pause) Al
right, I guess | should ve talked to sonmeone. But it’s too |late
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now. | got suspended so | had to take summer classes. And ny
new school doesn’t have the results, so they're putting ne in
ni nth grade agai n.

SAVANTHA
Why do you go away to school anyway?
ERI K
Ch, that. M dad doesn’t want nme around either
SAVANTHA
Ch, cone on.
ERI K
No, | swear! He's got this newwfe - nmy stepnother. | think

she’s younger than you. How old are you anyway?

SAMANTHA
Never ask a | ady her age. (Pause) Twenty-seven.

ERI K
Yep. Katie's a year younger than you. Stepnother, please.
See? She could be ny sister. Half-sister. And now | have a
baby...sister too. Sorry, Erik. No roomfor you. Katie' s got
too much on her mnd. Dad’ s out of town half the tinme. Nobody
wants nme around.

SAMANTHA
| do. FErik. | do.

ERI K
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

SAMANTHA
Li sten. You know how you hear about all these adopted kids
wondering what their parents are really like? | sort of
wondered that. Still do, actually. 1'd like to neet ny birth
father, too. But | always used to wonder if | had any little
brothers or sisters. 1’ve got one older brother, and | always
wanted to be sonebody’s big sister. | didn't think | ever
would. So | want you. |[|’ve been waiting ny whole life for you.
| just didn't know it.

ERI K
| s that supposed to nake it all better?

SAMANTHA
O course not. But | hope it’ll help.

ERI K
| guess it shoul d.

SAMANTHA

Wiy don’t you talk to D nah about how you're feeling? O try
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calling your dad.

ERI K
He’s not hone. They went to Europe for a nonth. Wth the baby.
See what | nmean? They didn't even ask ne if | wanted to go.

SAMANTHA

Vell, maybe they thought you d want to see Di nah.
ERI K

Yeah, sure. | don’t think Dad even knows |’ m here.
SAMANTHA

You' re kidding. Look, why don’'t you | eave a nessage and ask him
to call you?

ERI K
Yeah, maybe.
SAVANTHA
WIIl you talk to Dinah in the norning?
ERI K
Stop pushing ne, OK? (Pause) Only if you do.
SAVANTHA
About what ?
ERI K

You said you wanted to know nore about your birth father. Fair
is fair.

SAMANTHA

Well, every time | bring it up, she gets kind of freaked out.
ERI K

So?
SAMANTHA

Ckay, it’s a deal

(She offers her hand; ERIK takes it. They tug-of-war
briefly)

ERI K
Good. Maybe it won’'t be so bad, having a big sister to push
ar ound.

SAVANTHA
Qbvi ously you’ve got no experience with this kind of thing. [|I'm
the one that gets to do the pushing.

ERI K
Not in this famly. Everything s backwards. The kids are the
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parents, the parents are the kids, and the younger kids get to
pi ck on the ol der ones.
SAMANTHA
We'l|l see about that. Finish your Ml son.
ERI K
Take your turn.
SAMANTHA
Ckay.
ERI K
See? |'mthe boss.
SAMANTHA
Only ‘cause you were right. This tine.
GRACE
Who's up? What’s going on? (Enters) Erik!
ERI K
In the flesh.
GRACE
When did you get back?
ERI K
Awhi | e ago.
GRACE (tartly)
Enj oyi ng a ni ght cap?
ERI K
Yeah. (takes another swi g of beer)
SAMANTHA
Ch, we're just getting to know each other better.
GRACE
Scrabble? [|'min.
ERI K
Only if you don't wake up Dinah. This is us-tine.
GRACE
Sam go fix nme a vodka martini
SAMANTHA
Are you nuts? | don’t know how to make a vodka nartini
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GRACE
That’s disgraceful! Your education is sorely |lacking. Cone,
wat ch and | earn.

(Moves towards the kitchen)
It’s too hot to sleep anyway.

SAVANTHA
Gan...Erik’s going to talk to Dinah in the norning.

GRACE
What ?

SAMANTHA (| ouder)
Erik’s going to talk to D nah.

GRACE
| still don’t get you.

ERIK (louder still)
|’mgoing to talk things over with Mom t onorr ow.

GRACE
h? Well, of course you will. Wy doesn’t anybody in this famly
ever talk to the people they should be talking to? What nonsense,
this silent treatnent. You' re too old for that, all of you

SANMANTHA
ad doesn’t mean nature.

GRACE
You're telling nme. (exits into the kitchen) Conme on, Sam

ERI K
(Softly to SAMANTHA, who is about to follow)
Sam . .t hanks.

SAMANTHA
No changi ng the board while we’re in here!
ERI K
Yeah, right, like I would need to. |’mgonna kick your Scrabble

butts. (Studies the board)

LI GATS FADE

END SCENE THREE
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ACT TWO
SCENE FOUR

SETTING The dining room and back porch. The next norning
around 11:00 a. m

AT RISE: GRACE is seated out on the porch with a nagazi ne.
CATHERINE is sitting at the dining table, staring
into a nug. After a nonent, SAMANTHA enters the
di ning room She | ooks wung out.

CATHERI NE
Good nor ni ng!

SAMANTHA (gr oggy)
H. Wat tineis it?

(Sits at the table and puts her head down)

CATHERI NE
About el even. Rough night?
SAVANTHA
You coul d say that.
CATHERI NE
Sounded like there was a party going on out here.
SAVANTHA
Yeah, well, Erik and I got to tal king when he canme back.
Then Grace got up. |I’'msorry we kept you up.
CATHERI NE
Not really. | couldn’'t sleep either.
SAVANTHA
Wy not ?
CATHERI NE
| mnot sure. Thinking, | guess.
SAVANTHA
Yeah, ne too.
CATHERI NE
About what ?
SAVANTHA
Lots of stuff. (Deep breath) D nah...l really need to

know about ny birth father.

CATHERI NE
Ch, Sam It’'s very hard for ne to tal k about this.
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SAVANTHA
It’s got nothing to do with you and ne.
CATHERI NE
Sam pl ease..
SAVANTHA
All I"'msaying is, | have a right to know who he is.
CATHERI NE
| know that! | just need sone tine, OK?

( SAMANTHA shrugs, | ooks away; Pause)
How are you feeling?

SAMANTHA (seet hi ng)
Throbbing a little.

CATHERI NE
Still?

SAMANTHA
|’ musually a pretty good healer. This is really a drag.

CATHERI NE
Why don’t you have sonething hot to drink?

SAMANTHA
| guess. (Pause) Wuld you mnd getting nme sone tea
pl ease?

CATHERI NE
Sure! Sorry. (She exits to the kitchen.) God!

(ERI K comes in.)

ERI K
Hey.
SAMANTHA
Good afternoon.
ERI K
How you doi ng?
SAMANTHA
| shouldn’t have had that beer last night. | forgot, I'm
still taking painkillers. You ready to face D nah?
ERI K

Do | | ook ready?
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SAMANTHA
No, you |l ook like you just crawl ed out from under a car.
ERI K
Very funny.
SAMANTHA
She’s com ng back in a mnute.
ERI K
| can handle it.
SAMANTHA

Good.
(CATHERI NE enters)

CATHERI NE
Look at this. M two kids talking to each other.
ERI K
Hey, Mom
CATHERI NE
Don't ‘Hey Momi ne! \Were the hell were you?
SAVANTHA
Thanks for the tea. Maybe 1’'I|l go take a wal k or
sonet hi ng.
CATHERI NE
Good i dea.

(SAMANTHA beats a hasty retreat wth her tea)

Erik, you' ve got to quit pulling this disappearing act.

ERI K
Look who’ s tal ki ng.
CATHERI NE
| was worried to death
ERI K
VWiy? | can take care of nyself.
CATHERI NE
Sure you can.
ERI K

| have to, don’t |I? Nobody else wll.

CATHERI NE
What is that supposed to nean?
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ERI K
You and Dad don’t give a shit about ne.
CATHERI NE
Eri k, your father and |I both | ove you!
ERI K
Sure. It’s just, neither one of you happens to want ne

around right now. Mybe |I'’mjust not convenient. O maybe
| wasn’t the kid you always wanted. Maybe now that you
have Sam back, you don’t need ne!

CATHERI NE
(overl appi ng above)
Don’t be ridicul ous!

ERI K
What was | supposed to be, sone kind of replacenent? Muist
have been a bi g di sappointnent that you didn’'t have anot her
girl, huh?

CATHERI NE
(over | appi ng above)
O course not! Wat are you tal king about?

ERI K
| know | was born six nonths after you guys got nmarri ed.
It doesn’t take a genius to figure out, I was a m st ake.
CATHERI NE
No, you were a surprise.
ERI K
What’'s the difference?
CATHERI NE
Eri k, I never thought I wanted to have another child. |
didn't think I could. You were like a gift. | felt like |
was getting a second chance. | wanted to do everything
right this time. | felt like | had to be the perfect

mother. But | got so scared | was going to | ose you too,
t hat someone was going to take you away from ne...

ERI K
Li ke Sam got taken away.
CATHERI NE
Exactly.
ERI K

Only she wasn’t. You gave her away.

CATHERI NE
| had to! FErik...giving Samup was the hardest thing |
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ever had to do.

ERI K

But you sent ne away too! That’s stupid.
CATHERI NE

You wanted to go!
ERI K

And you shoul d* ve seen the | ook on your face! You were so
relieved! (breaking a little) How could you let nme go?

CATHERI NE
| thought it was what you wanted. | didn’t know what el se
to do. | just wanted you to be happy, and | didn't think
was doi ng you any good.

ERI K
Yeah, well, | figured you wouldn’t even notice | was gone.
And | was right! It’'s easier for you, isnt it?

CATHERI NE
W weren't getting along very well, were we?

ERI K

Yeah, so you just wal ked away. Like you al ways do.

CATHERI NE
(over |l appi ng above)
That’s not fair!

ERI K
But | kept hoping you d say, cone back, Erik. | want to be
your Mom agai n.

CATHERI NE
O course | did! | just couldn't.

ERI K

This is such bullshit.

(ERI K noves to | eave, but CATHERI NE bl ocks his
vay)

CATHERI NE
No, you sit down! You re going to hear ne out this tine.

(ERIK hesitates, then sits, keeping his
di st ance.)

When | gave up Samantha, | felt like | wasn't fit to be a
mother. That’'s the only way | could do it, because | was
convinced that | wasn’t good enough to take care of her. |
never really thought this through until she found ne. |
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felt like I was no good to anybody, not fit to keep nmy own

kids, not fit to be a wife, an artist...nothing. | felt
I i ke not hing.

ERI K
Yeah. | feel that way a | ot.

CATHERI NE

Eri k, you can’t imagine what | went through, and | hope to
God you never find out.

ERI K
| hope not too.

CATHERI NE
|’ ve been thinking about this alot. It’s taken ne a | ong
time to figure it out. | was so scared when | had you.
felt like I didn't deserve to have another child. | didn't

understand why | was pushing you away, and at the sane tine
| couldn’t stop nyself.

ERI K
See? Nobody but Joe ever loved ne, really. And now he’s
gone!

CATHERI NE
No, Erik, that’s not true. | love you - | can’t even tel
you how much. Joe did | ove you, yes. Your dad |oves you,
too. He’'s just not very good at telling people. | guess
" mnot either.

ERI K

You can’t love ne! You don’t even know ne. And you don’t
want to! You sure as hell don’t want ne around!

CATHERI NE
Yes, | do! | want youl!

ERI K
Then why did you let me go? Wiy does Dad keep sending ne
away? Wiat’'s wong with ne? Wy does everybody want to
get rid of nme?

CATHERI NE
Not hing! Nothing is wong with you, Erik! Wat nmakes you
think sonething is wong with you?

ERI K (breaki ng down)
Because nobody wants ne around!

CATHERI NE
Maybe that’s our problem
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(She opens her arns and ERI K hugs her, hol ding on
for dear life)
| had no idea you felt this way.

( SAMANTHA j oi ns GRACE on the deck.)

SAVANTHA
Hey, G an.
GRACE
Good nor ni ng!
SAVANTHA
| just took a wal k around the house. |It’s beautiful out
here today.
GRACE
It certainly is! What’s going on in there?
SAVANTHA
| don’t know. Possibly World War Three.
GRACE
At least they're talking. Sleep all right?
SAVANTHA
Eventual ly. You?
GRACE
| think so. | had the funniest dream | was standi ng on

the porch at the farm and | was tal king to Joseph. But he
kept interrupting ne every tine | tried to say sonet hing.
Finally I yelled at him “You can’t say anything! You' re
dead!” And | started | aughing. Then | woke up, and | was
still laughing. (Chuckles) | finally got the |last word!

SAMANTHA (| aughi ng too)
You crack ne up. (Pause) G an?

GRACE
Mm hmt?

SAVANTHA
Don't you think I have a right to know who nmy birth father
i s?

GRACE
O course you do.

SAMANTHA
Every time | bring it up, she changes the subject.
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GRACE
You know, she went through a lot to have you.
SAVANTHA
Why did she give ne up?
GRACE
Things were different then.
SAVANTHA
In the Sixties? Cone on.
GRACE
She was still a teenager. She couldn’t even take care of
hersel f.
SAVANTHA
Qovi ousl y.
GRACE
Your parents are good peopl e.
SAVANTHA
Yeah, | know. |'mnot saying | have regrets. | just want
to know the whol e story.
GRACE
Your nother was right out of high school. Your father

didn't take responsibility. W, Joseph and |, she wouldn’t
even tell us who it was for a while.

SANMANTHA
So who was it?

GRACE
Look, it’s not fair of you to ask ne these things. Your
nmot her should tell you.

SAVANTHA
But she won’t. It’s |like she’s afraid |’mgoing to go
away, or sonething.

GRACE
Maybe she is.

SAVANTHA
| don’t get it.

GRACE
It’s not exactly her happiest nmenory. | lost two children
nmysel f, but they were sick. They passed on. It nust have

been very hard for her, not know ng where you were, or if
you were all right.

Grace Notes Rachel Rubin Ladutke



99

SANVANTHA
But she knows |’ m okay now. Wat does that have to do with
anyt hi ng?

GRACE
It’s not that sinple. You'll see when you have chil dren.
SAVANTHA
| hate when people say that! | think she’s just being
sel fish.
GRACE
Well, I"’mnot going to listen to this. |In fact, we should
change the subject right now
SAVANTHA
Come on, G ace.
GRACE
Your nother will talk to you about him and she’ll do it
when she’s ready. 1’1l not get caught in the m ddle.
SAVANTHA

Fair enough. (Pause) Can’t you at least tell nme his first
name? |t would hel p.

(ERI K has separated from CATHERI NE, sits turned
away from her)

CATHERI NE
Eri k, do you know why we noved to Fl orida?
ERI K
Sure. You felt like it.
CATHERI NE
No. Your grandfather wasn’'t well, and he had to sell the
farm
ERI K
Joe was sick?
CATHERI NE

That’s right. That’s when he went to live in the hone.
You don’t renenber that, do you?

ERI K
Nobody ever told nme why. | just thought you were jeal ous
of him or sonet hing.

CATHERI NE

Do you really think I would take you away from Joe? Just
because | was jeal ous?
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ERI K
Well, you guys never got along too well either. | just
figured you wanted ne to yourself.

CATHERI NE
Ww. You must really think a ot of ne.

ERI K
| guess | was wong about that. [|I’msorry, Mom | just
really mssed him

CATHERI NE
Wll, | could have explained it better, couldn’'t |?
(Pause.) Everybody |oved Joe. And he | oved everybody
right back. Everybody but ne. | could never do anything

right in his eyes.

ERI K (sni del y)

VWell, getting knocked up sure wasn’'t a good start!
CATHERI NE
You watch it!
ERI K
What are you gonna do, ground ne?
CATHERI NE
Look, Erik, | guess | figured your dad would be better at
hel ping you. | thought he could be a better parent than

was. But | guess neither of us has been much good at it,
huh?

ERI K
You can say that again.

CATHERI NE
But |I'd |i ke anot her chance.

ERI K
Yeah? School breaks aren’t gonna cut it.

CATHERI NE
Speaki ng of school, how serious is this problenf

ERI K
|’d rather not talk about it.

CATHERI NE
Tough. What's goi ng on?

ERI K
Way don’t you just read the reports?
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CATHERI NE
What are they going to say? WII they tell nme about al
the fights?

ERI K
See? You know all about it.

CATHERI NE
No, your grandnother told nme what’s happened. But | don’'t
know why you’ ve been fighting.

ERI K

‘ Cause the other guys are asshol es.
CATHERI NE

Come on, Erik.
ERI K

You said you and Dad were the problem not ne. So the
ot her guys are the problem not ne. Self-defense.

CATHERI NE
So you had nothing to do with it.

ERI K
Fine. Don’t believe ne. Nobody el se does.

CATHERI NE
Were they suspended t o0o0?

ERI K
O course not. They're on the football team M ght get
athletic scholarships. Can’'t ness wwth that. Let’s pin it
all on Erik. He doesn’t do us any good anyway. So | get
nailed. | didn't even start the goddamed fights! What
the fuck am | supposed to do, sit there and |et them stuff
me into a | ocker?

CATHERI NE
| can’t believe that.

ERI K
Sure, nobody can. That’'s why | get blanmed. “Oh, Tommy and
Jeff and Dave are such nice boys! They wouldn't hurt a

fly!” Fine upstanding citizens, those guys. Yeah, right.
CATHERI NE

What does your Dad have to say about this?
ERI K

Not rmuch. He can always buy nmy way in sonmewhere. |’ msure

as hell not going back to that place.
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CATHERI NE
That’s right, you're not. You re not going away to school
any nore.

ERI K
| have to. The local schools aren’t good enough.
According to Dad. The real reason is, they have the baby
now and Katie just doesn’'t want the trouble. Same as you.
The further | am the better.

CATHERI NE
Vll, if your behavior on this visit is any indication, you
haven’t exactly been sweetness and |ight.

ERI K
| guess not.

(They smle briefly. SAMANTHA and GRACE have
cl asped hands.)

SAVANTHA
The first picture | saw was the one where he’'s in that
white suit, you know? And he | ooks |ike Tennessee
WIlians.

GRACE
| know t he one.

SAMANTHA
Then | saw a picture of himwhen he was a kid, and | swear
Gran, it was creepy. It |ooked so nmuch |ike nme. The
forehead, the ears, the shape of the face, everything. |
just got freaked out. | didn't realize till | saw that
pi cture, how much it nmeant to see soneone who | ooked |ike
me. It was like putting together the last pieces in a

puzzle. (pause) | wish | could ve net him

GRACE
You' re a great deal alike, in sone ways. Joseph would have
| oved neeting you.

SAVANTHA
He nust have had a tenper, like | do.
GRACE
Sonet i nes.
SAVANTHA
| feel like Dinah wants ne to call her nom But | just
don’t feel that way.
GRACE

You shoul d do what ever nakes you feel confortable.
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SAVANTHA
Yeah, | know. It just never seens |ike enough for her.

GRACE
VWll, what do you want ?

(SAMANTHA stares at her. CATHERINE |lights a
cigarette.)

CATHERI NE

You think Arizona is far enough? For your Dad?
ERI K

Where can | go to school in Arizona?
CATHERI NE

The one near ny new apartnent.
ERI K

Very funny. It’s alittle too late for that.
CATHERI NE

Why ?
ERI K

You don't really want to do this. Do you?

CATHERI NE
Don't tell me what | want and don’t want, Eri k Dani el

Qui nn.

ERI K
You're just feeling sorry for ne.
CATHERI NE
No, 1’ve been feeling sorry for nyself. And |I’mgoing to
stop doing that. It’s not doing either of us any good.
ERI K
What do you nean?
CATHERI NE
Erik, I was wong. |'d |like you to give us another chance.
ERI K
That’ s easy for you to say.
CATHERI NE
No, it’s not. You're right. | don’t even know you. But |

want to. And | want you to know ne. Can't we try again?
To make this work?

ERI K (quietly)
Way should | trust you this time?
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CATHERI NE
All I can do is give you ny word, |’m not goi ng anywhere.
And neither are you. Not if you don't want to. Please?

(Hol ds out her hand. After a |ong pause, ER K

takes it.)
ERI K
I f you can talk Dad into it, | guess we can give it a try.
CATHERI NE
You nean it?
ERI K

|f you do. He won’'t want to give any child support though.

CATHERI NE (| aughi ng)
Tough! You | eave that to ne. He owes both of us.

ERI K
Mom. won’t run off again.

CATHERI NE
Me neither.

ERI K
Prom se?

CATHERI NE

Prom se. Hey, what do you know about child support,
anyway ?

ERI K
Are you ki dding? Alnpost every kid at school has, |ike, six
parents. | only have one stepnother, |’'ve got nothing on
t hem
CATHERI NE
That’ s pretty sad.
ERI K

Joe and Grace were separated for a long tinme, weren't they?

CATHERI NE
Since before you were born.

ERI K
Ww. How cone they never got a divorce?

CATHERI NE
| asked her that sane question yesterday.

(GRACE enters the living room
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GRACE
It would have been a real pain in the ass! (she |aughs)

CATHERI NE
W’'re going to talk to Greg about letting Erik live with
ne.

GRACE
VWll, it’s about tine!

ERI K
| wouldn’t get too excited. He s gonna say no anyway.

CATHERI NE
VWhere' s Santf?

GRACE
Still out in the yard.

CATHERI NE
| think I'Il go talk to her.

GRACE
Good idea. And you, sir, are drafted to help with
br eakf ast .

ERI K
Oh, shit. | can’t cook
GRACE
Well, it’'s about tinme you | earned, don’t you think?
ERI K
No, | don’t.
GRACE

Too bad. You can help or go hungry.

ERI K
Oh, all right, if those are ny only choices..

(They exit. SAMANTHA is |lying on the deck chair, her
eyes closed. As CATHERI NE approaches, SAMANTHA turns
and neets her gaze.)

CATHERI NE
| held you once. | never told you that before. | asked
the nurse if | could feed you. It was the day before |
I
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eft the hospital. She didn't want to let me at first, but
| insisted. | held you for a long tinme. You went to sleep
inny arms. (Pause) Then they gave ne one of the newborn

pictures to keep. | signed the papers. And | never saw

you again. Till Poppa died. (Pause) Wat do you want to

know?
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SAMANTHA
VWhat ever you can tell ne. (Pause) Okay. Let’s start
sinple. What was his nane?

CATHERI NE
Henry Theodore Watts. The third. Ted.
SAVANTHA
Did you go to school with hinf
CATHERI NE
Sure. Well, sort of. For a year | did. Then he went

sonewhere else. His parents weren't too thrilled about us.
He was a year younger but we were in the sane grade.
| ost sone tinme when | noved to New York for school

SAVANTHA
That’s so cool, that you got to go to New York by yourself
when you were sixteen. | would have |oved to do sonething
i ke that.
CATHERI NE
It was pretty great. But | wasn't alone. | was living
wi th one of Poppa’s cousins.
SAVANTHA
Were you in love with ny father?
CATHERI NE
Oh, | don’t know. | guess | thought so. | was seventeen
when | nmet him W saw each other for about two years.
SAVANTHA
Where i s he now?
CATHERI NE

| have no idea. You mght be able to find himthrough his
school

SAMANTHA
| met Doug when | was seventeen, but we ignored each other
for a long tine.

CATHERI NE (annoyed)
Anyway .

SAVANTHA
Sorry.

CATHERI NE
No, it’s just, you ask nme sonmething and then you start
putting in your owm little ideas and it feels like you're
not really interested in what | have to say.
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SAVANTHA
Sure | am | just thought we were having a conversation,
that’s all. You know, back and forth? G ve and take?
CATHERI NE
Ckay, fine! Never m nd.
SAVANTHA
Fi ne.
CATHERI NE
You don’t nmake things easy, you know.
SAVANTHA
Why do you expect us to be best friends right away?
CATHERI NE
| don’t.
SAVANTHA

Sure, you do! Every tinme we argue a little bit, or see
things differently, you get all offended. Like you think
we’'re supposed to be Sianese twins or sonmething. W don’t
even know each ot her.

CATHERI NE
| guess | just wish we had nore tine together.

SAMANTHA
Wll, so doI. But we happen to |live thousands of mles
apart. That doesn’'t nean we can’t be close. It’'s just
going to take tine.

CATHERI NE
Sowi ng t he seeds.

SAMANTHA
What ?

CATHERI NE

Poppa used to say that when we kids had fights with our
friends, or each other. He used to tell us we should be
careful about how we treated each other, because we were

| earning how to get along and it was going to stay with us
our whole lives. He called it sow ng the seeds.

SAVANTHA
(wi th CATHERI NE)
...Sow ng the seeds. | like that.
CATHERI NE

| used to think it was really corny.
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(They I augh)

When | get back to Florida, | can try to find the letters
Ted wote ne. | mght not have packed them yet.
SAVANTHA
|1’d really like to see them
CATHERI NE
Ckay.
SAVANTHA
Di nah? Were you ever sorry you had ne?
CATHERI NE
Not in the least. | wanted to keep you with ne. | tried
so hard to find a way to do that. | just couldn't.
SAVANTHA
Then how conme you never cane | ooking for ne?
CATHERI NE
| guess | thought | had no right. | gave that up when
signed those papers. |If you cane |ooking for ne, that
woul d be wonderful. But | didn't think it was ny pl ace,
that | should break ny word.
SAVANTHA
|’msorry 1’ve been kind of bitchy. I'mnot feeling so
great.
CATHERI NE
| know. |'msorry we’'ve been fighting too.
SAVANTHA

Dinah...can | have a cigarette?

CATHERI NE
Ch, no, Saml Really?

SAVANTHA
Al right, just a drag. Then we can go help with
br eakf ast .

CATHERI NE
No, let’s let themhandle it. They’ ve got sone seeds to
sow t 0o0.

SAMANTHA
Ckay. By the way, when are you going to |eave for Arizona?
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CATHERI NE
Il be packing up in a few weeks. But |I'mgoing to make a
few stops along the way. Wy?

SAVANTHA
|’ve got an idea! Wiy don’t | make the drive fromFlorida
to Arizona with you? 1’'ve always wanted to drive cross
country like that. [It’'d be fun

CATHERI NE

You sure you want to do that? The two of us alone in a car
for ten days?

SAMANTHA
Are you kidding? It’'d be a blast. Then | could fly back
to New York.

CATHERI NE
|1’d really |l ove that.

SAVANTHA
Cool !

CATHERI NE

Hey, Sam Can | have a hug?

(They rise and enbrace, awkwardly at first, then
tighter)

LI GATS FADE

CURTAI' N
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