
52 Pick-up

by


TJ Dawe & Rita Bozi


The story this play tells is spread over 52 scenes.  
The titles of the scenes are written on separate cards 
of a regular deck.  

In the opening sequence, the deck is tossed in the 
air.

The cards scatter all over the stage.

A card is picked up by one of the actors, at random.  
The title is read, the scene is performed.

Another card is picked up (at random).

Title, scene, next card, etc, until there are no more 
cards.

The scenes aren't presented in any deliberate order 
in this script.

Feel free to shuffle them to get the experience of 
reading a unique redistribution of the story.

Also feel free to localize geographical and cultural 
references in production.


Opening 


(the cards are shuffled and distributed somewhere 
in here, it’s up to you)


W:	  Tell me a story

M: 	 Real or made up

W: 	 Both

M: 	 Happy or sad

W: 	 Both

M: 	 Alright... you do it too

W: 	 Alright


(they each have half the deck, they toss the cards up in the air)


Performance rights must be secured before production. For contact 
information, please visit the information page for 52 Pick-up

https://proplay.ws/52-pickup-by-tj-dawe
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First Meeting

(in a café)


Man:	 	 could I have a cranberry juice


Woman:	 That`s good for cranberry infections


Man:	 	 What?


Woman:	 I mean bladder infections. Cranberry juice is good for getting rid of 
bladder infections


Man:	 thanks

(pause)


Woman:	 excuse me, do you know where the washrooms are?


Man:	 oh – I don’t work here


Woman:	 I know. I was just wondering if you knew


Man:	 yeah. I do


Woman:	 well?


Man:	 what


Woman:	 where are they


Man:	 what


Woman:	 the washrooms


Man:	 oh… down there and then there and it’s the first door on the right/


Woman:	 left


Man:	 no it is the left! The right’s the kitchen


Woman:	 right’s the kitchen


Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 right. Thanks


Man:	 you’re welcome 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 Second Meeting

(in a café)


Man:	 	 it`s good for cranberry infections


Woman:	 what?


Man:	 your cranberry juice – it`s good for getting rid of cranberry 
infections


Woman:	 bladder infections - yeah


Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 well have you ever had one?


Man:	 what – a cranberry infection?


Woman:	 no – a bladder infection


Man:	 no. have you?


Woman:	 yup. but not in a long time


Man:	 and how was that


Woman:	 you don’t want one


Man:	 well just keep drinking cranberry juice and you’ll be okay


Woman:	 yeah


Man:	 yeah – (he goes to leave)


Woman:	 what are you?


Man:	 what?


Woman:	 sign. do you want to hear your horoscope?


Man:	 oh. sure


Woman:	 what’s you birthday?


Man:	 August 22nd
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Woman:	 Leo…

Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 on ther cusp of Virgo. But you seem more of a Leo to me. Okay… 
Leo: A Deep and Committed love may evolve. Or at least a Very 
Involved State of Affairs may soon be the case – well lucky you


Man:	 yeah. What’s yours


Woman:	 Saggitarius. I’ve already read mine, but do you want to hear it?


Man:	 Oh yeah, yeah!


Woman:	 okay. Saggitarius: Venus, the goddess of Love has entered your sign 
just in time. Venus will have a profound effect on you


Man:	 well lucky you


Woman:	 yeah

(Beat)


Man:	 is this seat taken?


Woman:	 no 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One Year Later

(in a café)


Man:	 	 well, hi


Woman:	 omigod


Man:	 how’ve you been


Woman:	 good… really good. And you?


Man:	 well, you know, up and down


Woman:	 yeah, me too


Man:	 I got contacts. I’ve never had contacts before


Woman:	 I got my hair cut. and coloured


Man:	 hey, yeah

(short pause)


Woman:	 you’re wearing a sweater!


Man:	 yeah, I just bought it last week


Woman:	 what you wear sweaters now?


Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 well you look pretty cute in it


Man:	 thanks

(short pause)


Man:	 	 we should go for coffee some time


Woman:	 yeah


Man:	 oh but you don’t drink coffee


Woman:	 oh yeah that’s right. I forgot


Man:	 but that’s okay you could have tea. I know what a tea freak you are


Woman:	 or cranberry juice

(pause)




7

Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 yeah

(pause)


Man:	 	 is tomorrow good for you


Woman:	 what?


Man:	 for coffee


Woman:	 um… no. aw, shit – actually I’m busy all week


Man:	 oh that’s fine maybe some other time


Woman:	 definitely


Man:	 gimme a call


Woman:	 I will


Man:	 you’ve still got my number?


Woman:	 I do 


Man:	 okay


Woman:	 I’ll call you soon


Man:	 great (pause) see ya


Woman:	 see ya 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Another Year Later

(in a café)


Man:	 	 well I didn’t think you’d actually call


Woman:	 well I did


Man:	 yeah, a year later. I figured you’d finally gone to teach english in 
Thailand


Woman:	 no I didn’t make it. But I almost went

(pause)


Man:	 so have you been seeing anyone?


Woman:	 well I’ve had a few. Nothing serious. I keep ending up with the 
wrong dog on the wrong lake


Man:	 what?


Woman:	 well I keep ending up with all these dogs. You know, year of -


Man:	 oh… right, right


Woman:	 and the last one wanted me to move to a lake with him. And I 
fucking hated his dog. And then, when he told me I was a cute fuck, 
that was it, I ditched the guy. (beat) you know, there’s something 
I’ve always been meaning to ask you


Man:	 okay


Woman:	 do you remember the time we were at that party and you said ‘I 
Fuck You’


Man:	 what? When was that


Woman:	 you don’t remember?


Man:	 no! (laughing)


Woman:	 I can’t believe you don’t remember – it was at your brother’s 
valentine’s party


Man:	 	 oh, I was pissed at that


Woman:	 no kidding
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Man:	 and what did I say?


Woman:	 well you were drunk – and the music was loud, and we were 
dancing and there was that woman who was dancing right up close 
to you and coming on to you, and squeezing me out and you turned 
to me and yelled ‘I Fuck You’


Man:	 that’s so weird


Woman:	 yeah I know. Do you have any idea what you meant?


Man:	 no… not at all. You’re sure this was me?


Woman:	 yeah, pretty darn sure


Man:	 	 well, I have no idea what to say to that

(beat)


Woman:	 well anyway… are you seeing anyone?


Man:	 yeah. I am actually


Woman:	 oh yeah. Since when


Man:	 recent. Very recent


Woman:	 oh. so is it serious?


Man:	 too soon to tell


Woman:	 oh right of course, you only just met recently, how would you know. 
So how old is she?


Man:	 I’m not telling you (laughing)


Woman:	 why not? 


Man:	 because the only reason you’re asking is to find out what her sign is- 
her Chinese sign.  you know I think that’s all bunk


Woman:	 well does she think it’s bunk


Man:	 no she doesn’t 


Woman:	 so she’s into astrology then
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Man:	 yes she is


Woman:	 Hah!


Man:	 okay, okay, okay

(pause)


Woman:	 I miss you


Man:	 I miss you too

(pause)


Woman:	 you know, I always imagined us going to Thailand together

(pause)


Man:	 well

(pause)


Woman:	 you know I still love you


Man:	 I love you too

(pause)


Man:	 oh shit – I gotta go


Woman:	 what? Already?


Man:	 yeah, I’ve gotta run


Woman:	 what, are you going to meet her or something?


Man:	 …yeah


Woman:	 oh


Man:	 bye


Woman:	 bye 



11

The Ideals


Woman: 	 I’m not looking for a relationship, but if I did meet someone, he’d 
have to be.


Man:	 She’d have to be considerate.


Woman:	 Kind… smart.


Man: 	 Intelligent.


Woman:	 Dependable.


Man:	 Independent.  


Both:      	 Attractive.


Woman:	 Witty.


Man: 	 Funny.


Woman:	 Aware.


Man:	 Really there.  You know, the obvious.


Woman:	 And I like a guy that’s fucking well travelled.


Man:	 I wouldn’t mind someone with a good sense of home.


Woman:	 And trilingual.


Man:	 Who knows how to choose their adjectives instead of saying fuck all 
the time.


Woman:	 Someone who can talk about the fucking relationship.


Man:	 Who doesn’t need to talk about the relationship every single day.


Woman:	 Open-minded.


Man:	 	 Who knows what they want.


Woman:	 Into taoism and meditation.


Man:	 	 Tall and blonde.
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Woman:	 Who knows how to manage their money.


Man: 	 	 And doesn’t even own a TV.


Woman:	 Poetic, spontaneous and romantic.


Man:	 	 Practical, organized and stable.


Woman:	 Someone with an accent and an exotic name.


Man:	 	 I’ve always loved the name Mary.


Woman:	 I need a Libra Ox or a Sagittarian Rooster.  No earth signs… maybe 
water signs.


Man:	 Someone who’s not into fucking astrology.




13

Woman:	 Basically I need a man 
that understands my 
needs and at the same 
time knows how he’s 
feeling.  


Man:	 All I’m looking for is 
someone who knows 
exactly how I’m feeling 
at all times and can 
give me what I need 
without me ever having 
to ask. 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Sex


Man:	 The sex is fantastic.


Woman:	 The sex between us is pretty amazing.


Man: 	 And afterwards, I could lie there and stroke her beautiful naked 
body all night.


Woman:	 It’s like our bodies just know each other.


Man:	 But then my mind dips into the great mental jukebox and I’ll hear 
an entire song, in total recall, note for note.


Woman:	 Sometimes I think that’s what’s keeping us together.


Man: 	 And then she looks at me and says “What are you thinking about?”.


Woman:	 It’s so hard to leave. 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I Don’t Feel Like Doing Anything.


Woman:	 I don’t feel like doing anything.  I don’t want to work.  I don’t want 
to eat.  I just want to smoke.


Man:	 Well things aren’t that bad.  I only feel like shit and wish I were 
dead.


Woman:	 And you look out there and you see all these happy couples making 
dinner together.  Making plans together.  Taking trips together.  
Makes me want to puke.


Man:	 Maybe I’ll hang myself or stick my head in the oven.  Maybe I’ll live 
in a tree.


Woman:	 And meanwhile here I am once again.


Man:	 Life’s such a long thing.


Woman:	 And before you know it, I’ll be an old and lonely bag lady.


Man:	 You know?  You sit in a chair and you stare at the window and 
there’s all the dust floating in the sun beam and you think “oh God, 
it’s just soooo long”.


Woman:	 Maybe I’ll live in a cave or maybe I’ll just get cancer.


Man:	 All of this, everything, it takes so long.  So why not, you know?  Why 
not just throw yourself under a bus.


Woman:	 And you what the worst part it?  I bet he’s already sleeping with 
somebody else.


Man: 	 	 She’s just fine.


Woman:	 I can feel it.


Man:	 	 She’s not suffering at all. 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What Happened

Woman:	 I don’t know how it fell apart.


Man:	 I hate to have to do this to you.


Woman:	 Did I want it to fail?


Man:	 You might be wondering what it was – what was the big thing that happened that 
came in between these two “happy” people.


Woman:	 I didn’t have an affair.  He didn’t have an affair.  I didn’t even flirt with anyone.


Man:	 	 and… and… I can’t answer that


Woman:	 We didn’t even argue that much.


Man:	 I don’t know.


Woman:	 Well some.  A little.  But it wasn’t that bad.


Man:	 Neither of us do.  That’s why we did the show like this. All scrambled and out of 
sequence.


Woman:	 The sex was fantastic.


Man: 	 	 It’s so anti-climactic if you look at it from beginning to end.


Woman:	 I wondered if we would have been friends if we woulnd’t have had a sexual 
attraction.


Man:	 	 For a while, we were so in love.


Woman:	 Things were so good once.


Man:	 And then it just fell apart.


Woman:	 I kept trying to get back there.


Man: 	 	 I don’t understand.


Woman:	 I didn’t think I needed to mention every little thing.


Man:	 	 And I can’t blame anything.


Woman:	 I thought I’d stop minding.


Man:	 	 And I can’t stop it from ever happening again.


Woman:	 Guess not. 
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Thinking About You


(woman rings man)


Man:	 hello?


Woman:	 Hi, it’s me


Man:	 hey – I was just thinking about you


Woman:	 really? What were you thinking


Man:		 I was thinking about your beautiful ass


Woman:	 my beautiful ass


Man:	 yup


Woman:	 anything else?


Man:	 nope


Woman:	 that’s it?


Man: 		 yup 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Chuss


Man:	 oh shit it’s my room mate, I gotta get going


Woman:	 oh right


Man:	 okay, well, I’ll call you tomorrow, howabout


Woman:	 that would be great


Man:		 alright – see ya


Woman:	 alright – chuss


Man:	 what? Juice? Did you just say “juice”?


Woman:	 no – “chuss” – it’s German


Man:	 German? German for what


Woman:	 you know, like ciao, ciao for now


Man: 		 I have never heard that expression


Woman:	 it’s German


Man:	 	 how much German do you know?


Woman:	 well, I used to live there. In Germany I mean. With a guy


Man:	 oh


Woman:	 he taught me German


Man: 		 wow. That must’ve been really hard


Woman:	 actually no – I mean – it’s a lot like English. And if you live there, it 
makes all the difference. I mean, when I was in South America – I 
spent a year in South America – I picked up Portugese and Spanish. 
And they’re quite similar, and I was speaking them all the time and 
so was everyone around me. And besides once you know French… 
Italian, Spanish, Portugese, they’re all the same thing. Cantonese, 
on the other hand, Cantonese was really tricky. I can only speak a 
little Cantonese
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Man:	 I took French 8… 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City


Woman:	 okay okay, I’ve got one. If you could live in any city in the world 
right now, which one would it be


Man:	 here


Woman:	 are you serious?


Man:		 of course


Woman:	 how come?


Man:	 I like it here


Woman:	 well – have you been anywhere else?


Man:	 well I grew up here.  I was born here but I went to University in 
Victoria for five years – well, four years, but I stayed and extra year 
after that


Woman:	 anywhere else?


Man: 	 yep. After university – no – during university, in the summer one 
year I went on a working holiday to England


Woman:	 oh, so you’ve been off the continent


Man:	 oh yeah, big time. Two months. And then I was here for the rest of 
that summer. And I spent two weeks in Toronto once, I’ve been to 
Montreal, Peterborough, Smithers – I have a cousin there – I’ve 
spent a few summers in Smithers. And Calgary. I have been to 
Calgary three times


Woman:	 huh
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Night Out


Man:	 hello?


Woman:	 hi, it’s me


Man:		 hey, howya doing?


Woman:	 oh – okay. And you?


Man:	 not bad, not bad. Whaddayou up to?


Woman:	 oh not much. Did you still want to come over?


Man:	 actually… I was going to see this band. Friend of a friend. He said I 
could get in free


Woman:	 who is it?


Man: 	 what – the band?


Woman:	 yeah


Man:	 oh – no one really. Small band. Local. The thing is it’s not really the 
kind of music you like


Woman:	 oh


Man:	 I didn’t think you’d want to go


Woman:	 so does that mean… oh never mind


Man:		 what


Woman:	 nothing


Man:	 well… I figured if I can get in free, then why not? – I mean, it’s not 
like we don’t see each other pretty much… every day or anything… 
(slight laugh, short pause) but it was just a vague plan. I could 
come over to your place, sure


Woman:	 no, you should go


Man:	 well… no. I don’t know if they’re any good. They could be shitty for 
all I know. And I hadn’t really made up my mind 
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Woman:	 if you wanna go then why don’t you go?


Man: 	 well I don’t know if I do


Woman:	 but you said you did


Man:	 yeah, but… no. I didn’t. I don’t know. I hadn’t decided


Woman:	 why don’t you do what you want


Man:	 all right… I’ll come over to your place


Woman:	 what?


Man:		 yeah. I’ll come over


Woman:	 why?


Man:	 cuz I want to


Woman:	 you don’t have to…


Man:	 I know I don’t have to. I want to. Okay?


Woman:	 uhh… alright


Man: 	 so I’ll be over in… half an hour?


Woman:	 alright - chuss


Man:	 alright. See you in half an hour 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Sorry

Woman:	 hello?


Man:	 hi, it’s me. I’m sorry – I’m totally sorry


Woman:	 no no, I’m totally sorry


Man:	 no, you don’t have to say that, it was me; I flew off the handle for no reason, it 
was stupid


Woman:	 but you were right


Man:	 no I wasn’t 


Woman:	 you were, I thought about it


Man:	 but that doesn’t matter, I was stupid and just... stupid. I’m totally sorry


Woman:	 listen I’m really sorry


Man: 	 oh, that’s okay. I feel so shitty, I can’t believe I was like that


Woman:	 It’s nothing


Man:	 thanks


Woman:	 I’ve forgotten it already


Man:	 thanks


Woman:	 no problem


Man:	 (pause) so, do you maybe wanna – go out- get something to eat, have a cranberry 
juice


Woman:	 mmm – no. no, I don’t think so. Not right now


Man:	 yeah, you’re probably right. I could come over – give you a back massage, you 
know


Woman:	 you know, I’d love that, but I think tonight’s not the right night


Man:	 you sure?

	 

Woman:	 yeah


Man: 	 well... okay. I’ll call you tomorrow, howabout


Woman:	 that would be great


Man:	 alright bye


Woman:	 wait


Man:	 yeah?

(pause)


Both:	 I love you
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Man:	 	 okay, see you tomorrow


Woman:	 bye
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Let it Ring


Man:	 hello


Woman:	 hi, it’s me


Man:	 hi


Woman:	 what’s up? What’s wrong?


Man:	 what do you mean 


Woman:	 you sound short – are you in the middle of something?


Man:	 yeah, I am, actually


Woman:	 then why’d you answer the phone? Why don’t you just let it ring?

	 (pause)

Man: 	 alright


Woman:	 well I guess you’re busy then


Man:	 yup 


Woman:	 well bye


Man:	 bye 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Push me Pull me


Woman:	 hello?


Man:	 hi. It’s me


Woman:	 uh huh?


Man:	 I was just thinking about you. (pause) hello?


Woman:	 yeah. I’m here


Man:	 are you okay?


Woman:	 yeah

	 

Man: 	 did I call at a bad time?


Woman:	 well yeah, I mean... we were gonna take a couple of weeks break


Man:	 yeah, I know 


Woman:	 well that means no contact


Man:	 alright - bye


Woman:	 wait


Man:	 yeah? 


Woman:	 (pause) I love you


Man:	 (pause) I love you too
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Should I, Shouldn’t I


(Woman deliberates, rings man)


Man:	 Hello? Hello?


(she hangs up) 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At The Apartment


Woman:	 Oh, by the way, I have a cat.  Are you allergic to cats?


Man:	 No, not at all.


Woman:	 Do you like cats?


Man:	 Oh yeah.  And dogs.


Woman:	 Ok good. Oh, and I just have to warn you my place is a bit of a mess. 


Man:	 Oh that’s fine.  I live in a mess all the time. 


Woman:	 Oh great.  


(They go in) 


Man:	 Oh this isn’t messy at all.  If you think this is bad, you should see my 
place.


Woman:	 Oh well, it’s just that I haven’t cleaned in a couple of weeks. 


Man:	 Wow. This is a great place. 


Woman:	 Thanks.  Would you like a cup of tea? 


Man:	 Yes I’d love one. 


Woman:	 You can take a look around.  Have a seat.  Do whatever you want.


Man:	 Do you have any roommates?


Woman:	 No I live alone. 


Man:	 Great.


(She re-enters)


Woman:	  I put the kettle on.


Man:	 Great. 


Woman:	 Would you mind if I put some music on? 
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Man:	 No, not at all. 

(beat)

Woman: 	 Do you by any chance smoke pot?	


Man:	 Definitely


Woman:	 Oh great.  I have a joint rolled.


Man:	 Oh you’re an angel.  I’ve got a lighter. 


Woman:	 Why don’t we sit down? 


Man:	 Sure. 


Woman:	 Here, you start. 


Man:	 If you insist. 

(they smoke)

Man:	 What is this?


Woman:	 Pot. 


Man:	 No, the music. 


Woman:	 Oh, it’s Nigel Kennedy.  Do you like it?


Man:	 yeah, it’s wild. I’ve never heard anything like it before


Woman:	 he’s the greatest violinist in the world (offers joint)


Man:	 no I’m okay (she puts it out)


Woman:	 oh my God you gotta listen to this part coming up . . . it’s my 
favourite part 

(they listen. He moves in, and kisses her. They kiss, he pulls away)


Man:	 	 Would you mind terribly if I gave you a kiss?


Woman:	 the kettle’s boiling


Man:	 	 Yes. it most certainly is
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Where Did You Get This Thing?


Man:	 Hey, where’d you get this thing?


Woman:	 Bolivia. It’s a manta. It’s old.


Man:	 oh 
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The Film


Woman:	 so I was in the kitchen, putting the kettle on and my mind was just 
racing the whole time.

- will we have sex

- is it too son to have sex

- when did he split up with his last girlfriend

- does he have a girlfriend

- does he smoke pot

and he did

so we were smoking a joint and listening to a Nigel Kennedy CD

and then he leaned over 

and kissed me

and then we were kissing

and then…

and then in the middle of kissing me

he stopped and said


Man:	 would you mind terribly if I gave you a kiss?


Woman:	 and that moment 

	 I’ve replayed the film of that moment in my head a million times
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First Impressions


Woman:	 I can’t believe I did that – you must have thought I was a total idiot


Man:	 No – I thought you were gorgeous, but I didn’t know what to make 
of you


Woman:	 Oh my God, I can’t believe I said that – so I had to go to the 
washroom, just to get the fuck away, so I asked you where they 
were. And I knew where they were, but I couldn`t think of anything 
else to say


Man:	 and when you were walking away I was watching your ass


Woman:	 yeah of course 


Man:	 you bet 


Woman:	 but anyway, I came out of the washroom and I bolted. I felt like 
such an idiot. And then I thought “well he’s probably in a 
relationship anyway, and she’s beautiful, and they’ve been living 
together for years, and he’s totally together”  


Man:	 yeah right.


Woman:	 yeah, I know. Anyway. Did you think I was in a relationship?


Man:	 oh yeah, of course. That’s how it feels when you’re single. Like every 
woman in the world is with someone. Especially the attractive ones. 
But then the next day I came in and you were by yourself – you 
were here – and I totally wanted to talk to you but I didn’t want to 
make it seem like I was coming on to you, and it turned out you 
were having a cranberry juice! It was perfect. So I did it back to you


Woman:	 you did it back to me 


Man:	 the cranberry infection line. 


Woman:	 oh, right. Well I was glad you came up to me because I thought for 
sure you’d avoid me if you ever saw me again


Man:	 really


Woman:	 but there you were, right in front of me, and you know what I was 
thinking? 
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Man:	 what


Woman:	  He is so sexy – but the boots have got to go


Man:	 yeah yeah yeah… I was just watching you and thinking “wow I bet 
she’d look great naked”


Woman:	 you little pervert 

(brief pause)

Man:	 okay, here’s something - what if the day before, I caught you as you 

were coming out of the washroom and said to you, “pardon me, but 
I find you very attractive and I’d like to ask you out on a date”


Woman: 	 You wouldn’t do that


Man:	 I know I wouldn’t. but if I had. Would you have said yes.

(pause)

Woman:	 yes.


Man:	 and would you have gone to bed with me? 


Woman:	 Would I have goone to bed with you? 


Man:	 yeah, if I was really smooth, and wearing German rough art look 
boots, and holding a copy of The Unbearable Lightness of Being 


Woman:	 and wearing a sweater? 


Man:	 and wearing five sweaters  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First Time

Woman:	 and before that, if a guy wanted to sleep with me, I wasn’t interested in him at all. 

I was afraid of it. I was afraid of it… so that’s the weird thing, hey? Suddenly this 
guy who I’d been avoiding for months, suddenly I found him intensely attractive, 
just out of nowhere


Man:	 how long did it last


Woman:	 two years


Man:	 no – that session


Woman:	 oh the “session”. A couple of hours. Or more 


Man:	 were you still on mushrooms 


Woman:	 oh yeah. Definitely. I couldn’t have gone through with it if I wasn’t  


Man:	 that’s funny. I never feel like having sex when I’m on mushrooms


Woman:	 it’s different once you start getting going with it

(brief pause)

Man:	 so how did it feel. Did it hurt?


Woman:	 well, yeah… I guess it did. (slight pause) I mean, it felt like I’d lost control

(slight pause)

Man:	 did you like that? 


Woman:	 what – to lose control?


Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 yeah, well, I guess I did. I mean I was so fucked up. I felt like I got hooked. 
Suddenly it was like heroin. (pause) men were like heroin 


Man:	 and you stayed with him for two years


Woman:	  yeah. He was German


Man:	 did it end badly?


Woman:	 yup. (pause) and how ‘bout you – how was it for you?


Man:	 well it was with my first steady girlfriend. We were in love. You know how it can 
be when you’re with your first girlfriend, or boyfriend. We were so totally in love. 
And she didn’t think she was attractive at all, which is absurd, she was gorgeous. 
But she was so self conscious. She thought she had small breasts


Woman: 	 were they?


Man:	 no - I’d say more medium


Woman:	 what are mine?


Man:	 small 
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Woman:	 small

(slight pause)

Man:	 yeah. She’d never let me see her. She’d always keep herself tucked up under the 

sheets 


Woman:	 so where did it happen


Man:	 Disneyland


Woman: 	 what?


Man:	 yeah, Disneyland


Woman:	 what - you mean at the park?


Man:	 no – at a motel


Woman:	 a motel? You took her to a motel?


Man:	 well where else are we gonna go – we were at Disneyland 


Woman:	 what were you doing there?


Man:	 we just went


Woman: 	 why?


Man:	 we just went. She wanted to go somewhere


Woman:	 why there?


Man:	 I don’t know. Seemed like fun


Woman:	 so were you nervous?


Man:	 oh yeah, terrified 


Woman:	 really


Man:	 yeah

(pause)

Woman: 	 and how did you get the sheets off of her


Man:	 I didn’t. I tucked myself under them


Woman:	 and how was it was it good?


Man:	 oh yes. Yes indeed

(pause)

Woman:	 and then what


Man:	 and then things got weird 

(pause)

Woman:	 so is it weird for you now?


Man:	 no. not at all


Woman:	 good… good 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Snoring

Woman:	 what are you looking at?


Man:	 nothing


Woman:	 are you okay?


Man:	 yeah


Woman:	 what are you doing? 


Man:	 I’m trying to stay awake 


Woman:	 why  


Man:	 so you can go to sleep first


Woman:	 oh sweetie – you know I can’t sleep when you snore
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He Has To Go

Man:	 I gotta go


Woman:	 when will I see you again?


Man:	 tonight. later


Woman:	 that’s too long
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She Has To Go

Woman:	 I gotta go 


Man:	 when will I see you again?


Woman:	 tonight… later


Both:	 That’s tooooo long 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Great Fucking Time

Woman:	 so are you ready


Man:	 okay


Woman:	 okay. Ein, zwei, drei


Man:	 Ein, zwei, drei 


Woman:	 vier, funf, sechs 


Man:	 vier, funf, sechs 


Woman:	 sieben, acht, neun 


Man:	 sieben, acht, neun 


Woman:	 zehn


Man:	 zehn


Woman:	 okay, and in spanish it’s uno, dos, tres


Man:	 uno, dos, tres


Woman:	 quatro, cinqo, seis


Man:	 quatro, cinqo, seis


Woman:	 siete, ocho, neuve 


Man:	 siete, ocho, neuve


Woman:	 diez


Man:	 diez


Woman:	 okay – do you wanna try it on your own now?


Man:	 no way – what is it in Portugese


Woman: 	 in portugese it’s uma, dois, tres


Man:	 u…u-ma?


Woman:	 uma


Man:	 uma,


Both:	 dois, tres


Woman:	 quatro, cinqo, seis


Man:	 quatro, cinqo, seis – it’s almost the same
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Woman:	 yes, but it gets different here – siete… oh shit I forgot eight… oh yeah – siete, oito, 
novi


Man: 	 siete, oito, novi


Woman:	 dez


Man:	 dez


Woman:	 hey, you’re pretty good at that


Man:	 well, you’re a good teacher
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Appraisal


Man:	 so? 

	 So…

	 How do you feel now

	 (pause)

	 well that’s a really stupid question

	 (pause)

	 and how did it feel before

	 before?

	 Yeah

	 (pause)

	 were you loved. Did you feel love

	 yes. Yes, I did

	 and how was that

	 it was… good

	 yeah?

	 (pause)

	 yeah

	 how good. How did it feel

	 it felt…

	 (pause)

	 it felt better than I can describe
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Dresses


Man:	 you should wear dresses more often


Woman:	 I prefer pants


Man:	 yeah but if you wear a dress I can see your legs, you’ve got great legs


Woman:	 well you can see them in bed 


Man:	 oh-ho-ho. I don’t like this outfit on you


Woman:	 what? What do you mean? I love this outfit. I think I look great in 
this outfit  


Man:	 nope. Look at this. The pants are too baggy. Can’t see your ass  
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Fuming


Man:	 you are so sexy when you hate me 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Bliss


Woman:	 I love you


Man:	 I love you too


Woman:	 you are so lovely


Man:	 so are you

(pause)

Woman:	 where did you come from 


Man:	 I’m an Angel


Woman:	 I know you are  

(pause)

Woman:	 has it ever been this good for you?  


Man:	 nope. has it ever been this good for you?  


Woman:	 no it kinda scares me


Man:	 yeah I know what you mean


Woman:	 do you think that’s okay?


Man:	 yeah I think so
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I Love You


Woman:	 I love you


Man:	 I love you too 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Guess What


Woman:	 guess what


Man:	 what’s that


Woman:	 I rolled you a big fat joint


Man:	 oh – you’re an angel
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The Nice Things


Man:	 I brought you some tea


Woman:	 oh sweetie. You are such an angel 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How Do You Know Her

Woman:	 how do you know her?


Man:	 oh, someone I met a while ago


Woman:	 do you know her very well


Man:	 not really. We only met up a couple of times, but we really connected


Woman:	 you really connected, eh? 


Man:	 yeah back in Calgary.   We were inseperable


Woman:	 funny, you’ve never mentioned her before  


Man:	 what?
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How Come You Never Want To Go Out Anymore?

Woman:	 how come you never want to go out anymore


Man:	 I just don’t


Woman:	 I thought you liked being around people


Man:	 nah


Woman:	 nahhhhhhh 


Man:	 nahhhhhhh


Woman:	 well you used to   


Man:	 kinda


Woman:	 what do you mean “Kinda” (brief pause) you don’t like my friends do you 


Man:	 hey I just don’t feel like going out all the time – what’s wrong with that


Woman:	 nothing   


Man:	 good 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Penny For Your Thoughts


Man:	 penny for your thoughts?


Woman:	 mmm?


Man:	 you looked like you were thinking about something


Woman:	 oh… nothing… nothing 
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How Long Would You Do That For?


Man:	 how long would you do that for?


Woman:	 I don’t know. A year or so. Don’t you think that’d be a great way to 
spend a year?


Man:	 yeah, sure, I guess. Were you planning on going alone?


Woman:	 not necessarily. I haven’t thought about it. It’s just something I’ve 
always wanted to do 


Man:	 when were you thinking of going


Woman:	 in a year or two. Well if I can actually get it together and do it – it’s 
still just a vague plan. But it sounds like a good plan, don’t you 
think?  


Man:	 oh yeah… you’ll probably have a great time
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Cutting


Woman:	 did I miss anything?


Man:	 nope, just the FBI warning


Woman:	 oh great 

(they watch a video, she begins to cut something)

Man:	 that’s a really odd way to cut carrots. I usually cut them bigger


Woman:	 well why don’t you fucking cut them then
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Beets


Woman:	 well have you ever tried one?


Man:	 no


Woman:	 never?


Man:	 nope


Woman:	 not even in a salad? Or borscht? Haven’t you ever had borscht? 


Man:	 nope


Woman:	 then how do you know you don’t like them  


Man:	 I don’t need a reason  


Woman:	 then try one


Man:	 no


Woman:	 why not?


Man:	 because I told you, I don’t like them


Woman:	 but how can you be sure, I don’t get it


Man:	 what is there to get?


Woman:	 I don’t get how you can not like something without ever having 
tried it… It’s like  saying you don’t like sex and you’ve never tried 
sex


Man:	 no, no. that’s not a good analogy


Woman:	  what do you mean – yes it is


Man:	 no, it’s not the same at all. Sex is natural


Woman:	 so are beets


Man:	 yeah but you don’t have to have beets in order to survive


Woman: 	 and you don’t have to have sex in order to survive
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Man:	 yeah, but there’s natural impulses that make you wanna have sex


Woman:	 and there’s natural impulses that make you wanna have beets


Man:	 and there’s natural impulses that make you wanna avoid beets


Woman:	 and to avoid sex


Man:	 alright then, you go have beets and I’ll go have sex


Woman:	 with who?


Man: 	 with someone who doesn’t try to make me eat beets


Both:	 ohhhhhhhhhhhhhh 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Gift

Woman:	 so…


Man:	 yup


Woman:	 well Happy Birthday!


Man:	 thanks


Woman:	 well? 


Man:	 it’s a sweater…


Woman:	 I know that. But do you like it? Cuz I can take it back if you don’t – I still have the 
receipt  


Man:	 no, I like it, it’s just  


Woman:	 just?


Man:	 well it’s great and everything


Woman:	 yeah


Man:	 it’s just that I don’t really wear sweaters


Woman:	 I know that’s why I got it for you. Sweaters are great. And you look so cute in it


Man:	 I guess, it’s just


Woman:	 what


Man:	 well I… I don’t look like me


Woman:	  well that’s the whole point, it looks better. I mean that’s why you get new clothes, 
you put them on and you look good and you feel good and it makes you look 
better


Man:	 right, right


Woman:	 you don’t like it


Man:	 no, I like it, I like it


Woman: 	 you don’t like it


Man:	 no – not at all, it’s great, I’m just – not used to it yet. I’ll get used to it


Woman:	 I’ll take it back


Man:	 no it’s okay
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Psychics

Man:	 so did your psychics ever tell you anything about me


Woman:	 you don’t believe in psychics


Man:	 I know. I’m just curious


Woman:	 what, so you believe all of a sudden?


Man:	 no. not at all. I just think it’s interesting just as a… as a thing (pause) so did they 
say anything about me?


Woman:	 yeah 


Man:	 like what


Woman:	 stuff  


Man:	 what kind of stuff? Good? Bad? what  


Woman:	 good stuff. A lot of good stuff


Man:	 like what?


Woman:	 she said you were interesting… very interesting


Man:	 in a good way?


Woman:	 Oh yeah. definitely


Man:	 okay ( pause) anything else? Anything bad?


Woman:	 why are you so curious about this?


Man:	 because it is interesting. Why are you hesitating? Did she say something I don’t 
want to hear?


Woman:	 It’s not important 


Man:	 not important? Then why are you being so evasive?


Woman:	 because it’s private


Man:	 too private to tell me?


Woman: 	 Look if you don’t take this kind of thing seriously then why do you need to know? 
Why don’t you just go and see a psychic yourself?


Man:	 okay fine, fine
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 Negotiations


Woman:	 guess what


Man:	 what


Woman:	 I just need to say something. Is that okay?


Man:	 sure


Woman:	 it’s that… okay. When you keep things bottled up for months, I can 
feel it. I always know something’s wrong. It’s like I can see it in your 
eyes and it only makes things worse. And if we talked about it, it 
wouldn’t build up tension


(pause)

Man:	 okay. I can accept that. But I need you to understand that if I don’t 

bring something up right away it’s not that I don’t want to talk 
about it, it’s that I can’t. I just can’t


Woman:	 why 


Man:	 I don’t know. I guess I don’t know how I feel all the time  


Woman:	 you mean you can’t put it into words?


Man:	 no, I honestly don’t know how I feel


Woman:	 how can you not know how you feel about something?


Man:	 I don’t think like that


Woman:	 but it’s not about thinking, it’s about feeling


Man:	 yes, I know, and I am trying to tell you that sometimesI can not tell 
how I feel about something


(pause)

Woman:	 well if you do figure out how you feel about something, can you try 

to tlak about it?


Man:	 sure. Just don’t get impatient with me if I’m not ready


Woman:	  well… are you ready now? 


Man:	 yeah
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Woman:	 cuz here’s something else 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 We Need To Talk


Woman:	 we need to talk


Man:	 I can’t right now


Woman:	 well I need to talk about this right now


Man:	 yeah and I can’t. we’ve gone over this over and over again, it doesn’t 
help


Woman:	 I don’t care. We have to deal with this. When are we going to talk 


Man:	 later


Woman:	 later when. And hour? Two hours? Tomorrow? 


Man:	 I don’t know




60

 I Didn’t Say That


Woman:	 I didn’t say that


Man:	 yes you did


Woman:	 no I didn’t


Man:	 yes you fucking did


Woman:	 no I didn’t


Man:	 yes you fucking did


Woman:	 you’re putting words into my mouth – you do that all the time – you 
turn everything around


Man:	 that’s what you’re trying to do right now  


Woman:	 no I’m not


Man:	 yes you are


Woman:	 No I’m not


Man:	 yes you fucking are


Woman:	 I don’t know what the fuck you’re talking about


Man:	 that’s because you’re not listening. You never listen – you only hear 
what you want to hear


Woman:	 oh fuck off – you’re misinterpreting everything I’m saying


Man:	 bullshit


Woman:	 oh you’re so fucking Leo  


Man:	 don’t – don’t

(beat)

Man:	 I can’t talk to you. All we ever do is go in circles. I can`t understand 

anything you’re trying to say  


Woman:	 Because you don’t want to
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Man:	 Fine. Fine!


Woman:	 you don’t even want to understand. You just wanna see things your 
way. (brief pause) you don’t want to face the shit in your life. That’s 
why you don’t clean toilets


Man:	 what the fuck are you talking about? What, now I’m supposed to go 
around and clean people’s toilets?


Woman:	 no – your toilet. You don’t clean it because you don’t want to face 
the shit in your life


Man:	 that is the most bullshit – armchair psychologist bullshit I have ever 
heard in my goddamn life


Woman:	 well it’s true


Man:	 would you please stop trying to constantly psycho-analyse me? 
Please?


Woman:	 well would you please stop constantly avoiding everything? Please?  


Man:	 I’ve had enough


Woman:	 fine 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 I Don’t Know


Woman:	 so… uh… it’s not working for me


Man:	 what’s not working?


Woman:	 this


Man:	 you mean us. Huh


Woman:	 I don’t know. Something just doesn’t feel right


Man:	 what is it?


Woman:	 I don’t know


Man:	 what does that mean?  


Woman:	 I don’t know


Man:	 do you want to keep trying?


Woman:	 I don’t know. Do you?


Man:	 I don’t know
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 There Are So Many Things I Love About Him

Woman:	 there are so many things I love about him

	 I mean, he’s a great guy

	 And he’s so close to what I want

	 But not quite

	 Not yet


	 Like his boots

	 He needs a new pair of boots

	 Boots can be so sexy

	 You know, that German… rough art look, you know?


	 Or sweaters, I can’t believe he doesn’t wear sweaters

	 I bought him one for his birthday

	 He’s gonna look so cute in it


	 And he’s never read “The Unbearable Lightness of Being”

	 And he’s never seen “When Harry Met Sally”!

	 Can you believe that?


	 Oh – and he says he’s really a dog person, but he’ll eventually love my cat – how 
couldn’t he? She’s so adorable


	 Her name’s Beaver


	 And you know what – he just hasn’t travelled enough – Smithers

	 He’s got to see Thailand

	 I keep picturing it in my mind

	 Me teaching English and him coming with me




64

 He Waits Forever To Say Anything


Woman:	 he waits forever to say anything

	 Like something will bother him for months

	 Literally months 

	 And he won’t say anything

	 

	 And I always know

	 Shit. I always know there’s something wrong


	 It’s like I can see it in his eyes
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12 Step Program


Woman:	 well, you get a photo of him – any photo, good one, bad one, doesn’t 
matter


	 You take a string

	 Tape on end of the string to the photo, and the other end to your 

heart

	 Cut the string

	 Burn the photo


	 Then, you get a new hairstyle

	 Buy new clothes and re-arrange the apartment

	 Then drink a mickey of scotch

	 Write poetry

	 Bawl your face off

	 And smoke


	 Don’t do the I Ching three times a day

	 Don’t check your email five times a day

	 Don’t check your voicemail every hour


	 Don’t keep wishing it could have been different

	 Don’t keep fantasizing about getting back together

	 Don’t keep thinking about who he might be sleeping with


	 Don’t tell mother you’ve split up


	 And most importantly:

	 Do Not Sit at Home and Wait for Him to Call


	 (she sits and waits for him to call)
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Bootlaces


Woman:	 there was this one time

	 We were sitting on a park bench, at night


	 And his boot was untied

	 So I told him

	 And he said, “no it isn’t”


	 Well they were really untied. I could see


	 It was dark, and there was a moon, and the light was kind of tricky 
and to him they seemed tied up just fine


	 But I didn’t say anything more about it. I just knew and smiled


	 Then when he got up, his laces dragged

	 And he stopped and said “oh”

	 And bent down and tied them


	 Then he looked at me and we didn’t say anything about it

	 But we both smiled


	 I don’t know why I remember that

	 I thought about it the other day

	 And again, this morning
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Making her laugh


Man:	 she’s got the best laugh

	 You should see her light up, it’s just amazing

	 


It’s not that she isn’t – I don’t know – positive the rest of the time

I don’t really know what word I’m looking for, but it’s not like she’s never happy,

I guess - she is


But when she laughs, it’s better than anything


And when it was me that made her laugh

Then there was this look in her eyes, you never see any other time


It’s like the first time we were at her apartment, we were smoking a joint and I 
made her laugh, and I saw it – just for a second, but it was there


And I thought: I did that

That was me

She got look because of something I said


Me!


I just felt like jumping up on the table and dancing


Isn’t that what it’s like? You could do anything...


It’s like you’re in some Gene Kelly movie, where he’s in love and he’s walking 
down the street and he’s dancing and he’s got that smile and everyone he sees 
smiles back or starts dancing with him – the shoe shine boy, the newspaper guy, 
the cop – everyone – everyone’s dancing.


That’s what it was like 


Everyone’s dancing


All from the way she laughed


That look in her eye 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on the bus


Man:	 so I was on the bus the other day, and I was reading

	 I always read

	 There’s two times when life is just too boring to be bearable

	 One is waiting for the bus 


the other is riding the bus

so I always read – makes all the difference in the world


so I was on the bus the other day, and I was by myself, and I was 
reading

and I realized that if she was here, I wouldn’t be reading

we’d be talking

even if we had nothing to say

and we’d be holding hands,

whether we wanted to or not
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I can change you


Man:	 “I can change you”

	 That’s an interesting woman thing

	 	 I like you

	 But there are some things about you I don’t like

	 So I’ll change you, like a Rubik’s cube, until I get the version of you that I like and 

then I’ll sit you up on my shelf

	 And dust you off every now and then

	 And you’ll be so handsome there


	 You see, I don’t try to change her

	 She is who she is and I am who I am and that’s that


	 And no I don’t like everything about her


	 She smokes 

	 She’s into astrology

	 And she has to watch the news every night

	 And Ally McBeal, and Abfab – why does she have to watch fucking Abfab – and 

she always wants to go out, which is a drag for me, I’d rather stay in and I don’t 
particularly like all of her friends


	 And she gets so upset if I don’t wanna go


	 But that’s who she is

	 

	 And yeah, I might want her to change, I might hint at it


	 But I’m not going to say anything
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no point in calling


Man:	 well there’s no point in calling

	 Cuz no matter what happens, I’m fucked

	 

	 Either we’ll get into an argument about who left who

	 Or we won’t say anything

	 Or she’ll rag me out for not having called till now


	 Besides, she’s got plenty of people to talk to about it anyway

	 Her mother

	 Her psychics

	 All of her women friends




71

Closing


(the cards are gathered up, redistributed and tossed 
again)


Performance rights must be secured before production. For contact information,
please visit the information page for 52 Pick-up

https://proplay.ws/52-pick-up-by-tj-dawe

